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'MEMORANDUM FOR: = The President

SUBJECT: . SR Senate Select »Com'nﬂttee'Plans for .-
. o ~~ Open Hearing on Covert Activities in Chile
_ ‘The Senate Select Corm'mttee mtends to hold an open session on
the range of CIA covert a.ctw:txes in Chxle h om 1964 to the pres ent. -‘I'he
hearmg is mtended as B case study on covert activities and is the only one "

of 1ta kmd scheduled for an open hearmg. , :
The CI.A has been asked by the Commxttee to declaast.y certam

facts (Attachment A) for ‘the proposed publxc hearing. The Commxttce '

plans on calhng tw‘o thnessee:’ - Dav:d Ph:lhps CIA’s former head of

' the Latin America Dwunon of the Dxrectorate of Operat:ons and Ambassador
i il |

Korry who had been stationed in Chile from 1967 t0 1971, In addition to

. 1

P ] . . |

declaasﬂxc‘atwn of the facte obtam’ed £rem CIA £11es, the Se_zxate-Select |
Committee also &v{shes. tb‘lq.uote_fr?om c‘ert:a;:[n clas sified :Netionel.lnterl.ligence

| Eatima.tes m an eff.or't'to prove thet Aliende v;ae not eonsiéered to be & threat
to the democratw processes of Ch'11e. No othe1 elassified documen'ta'.t:on

has been requested for the hea.z mg The CIA has been advxsed that if the

DCI Wmhes to appear, the Comn'uttee wodld hear his testxmcny.
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whether or not the CIA will comply with the requeste of the SSC. .

At the 28 October Executwe Sesalon of the Sena.te Select Com-
mittee, strong ob_)ectzons were ra.xsed b)r the DCI to holdmg a publxc

The Cha.irma.n vushes to be adv:.aed as to |

v(‘

session on this eubJect.

.(‘

g

Reasons for O posmg Open Hearmg-

The a.rgument that much information about the Agency 8 acthties

in Chile has alrea.dy appeared pubhcly faxls to take a.ccount of the xmportant

i i

!

distinction between uno£f1c1al reportmg, rumors and auegat!ons and the

i
t '

official verxfxcat:on of facts wh!ch would be the result o£ pubhc hea1 ings
bhsed on declass 1f1ed docuxlnents and testxmony; ' » |
People other than -erop;oyees, mclgdmg U. S. citizens and
compa.niesv as well as fore'igne:"'"s who cooperafed Vﬁllinél} with tixe Agenci.
could be- exposed and become sub;ect to hax esement or even threat of B

physical violence. 'I‘he confxrmatxon of CIA covert activxties in Chxle

- would doubtless Iea.d to the 1denti£1cation of highly placed polxtxcal Ieaders

[ E.O. 13526, section 3.3(b)(6) |

l

of Chile who we have ae sxsted over the yea1s. In partxcular -fonner

President Eduardo Frei, whose election in 1964 we con’cributed toandl.

whose tacit participation | '

t

|in 1970 may be divulged. In

addition, there are a number of other political leaders who received CIA
A ‘ ' . o S ‘
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Declassif:catlon of the facte or the appearance of the Du-ector

at an open hearing testxfyxng to a declassxfxed serxes of eventa ib a covert
bl

'_ actxon operatxon would have the followmg adverae results.
- 1 It would establish a precedent that would be ‘

L seized on by the Congrese in the future to hold a,ddxttonal

'|",

: Qper_x hea_.rmgs on coyert actxon. R o : ;y o
2., 1t ﬁmuld-have a ahatt'ering ef fect on the wxllmgness

x of foreign polmcal partxes and mdxwduals to cooperate thh '

. i

‘the U. S. in the future on such 0peratxons. : S

i

‘ Fmally, it ahould be noted that pubhc, officxauy confirmed

<rehashma of the Agency 8 actwﬂ:zes in Chxle would result in a rekmdhng

of the Sovxet, Cuba.n a.nd other adversariea worldwxde campazgn aga.mst ‘

CIA and the U-_S. Government.‘ _‘ | te D S S

What Would Happen if we Oppose Qpen Hearmgs: . : o ;

: 1, Da\nd Phxlhps former ClA offxcer, would be advxsed that the
i

terms of hxs secrecy agreement are still in effect and that he could not

- testify in open session on the subJect o£ covert actwitxes 1n Chxle. Although

3

the State Department does not have a comparable poat employment agreemenb
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wi.th Amba.s sador Korry, he could be notified that the subJect matter remaing
classifxed and that it was the Sta.te Department's desxre that he not teatn’y

in open session regardmg covert acthties in Chile. Both of these: efforte

o could be construed by the Committee and eventually by the press as an

' attempt to “gag" Commxttee thlxessee. S
: ‘2. The basxc fa.cts reiatmg to cooert action in Chxle from -
1964 forward have appeared in the press. The Comxmttee could, using
N xon- offzcml sources. proceed thh Ambassador Korry as a thness. In
this _,t'asluon they could mamteu_'z.the £1c1;_10n of xrot having declassif_xed
the Chile covert'activitieat.l | s '_ o ; IR
3. The Chairman cbuid attéx"npt to declaesify the cerrinent'
: bxratenal through a commzttee vote. While this is not cone‘{s'teot mth
' Senate rules Senator Church used this techmque in declassxfymg the Smau o
Accords earlier this mongh. | A R |

- Advantages in Not Opposing the Open Heer’i'ng:'

1. Since it is apparent that the Senate Select Committee will hold

. open hearings on'Chile, cooperating with the Committee with respect to the

L scope of the hearmg could give us hm:ted protectmn. In such fashionv-we

~ could ‘hope to keep out of the pubhc record a substantxal number of pames

of Chlleans who coopex ated wlth the U. S. Government.
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2. It iv'ould give an opportunity to the DCI to deiﬁohetrete'thaé' »
o . X . |

the na.ture of our covert actw:ty over a ten yea.r penod was, in general

_in support of the democratic process in Chﬂe. It would aleo gwe him ‘an

opportunity to categorxcally deny a.ny CIA part:czpatxon in the 1973 c0up and '

the death of Allende. Ei o __,_l' i
. l. N : v i N - ‘ . ,
3. The pubhcatmn of the assasamation report, mcludmg Chxl

material can be expected shortly. : -{3
. | ’ ; :
If the CIA is to appear at °P°n hea‘nngs, it would negotxate’ :

a more accurate sta.tem‘ent of facts (paragraph 4 of Attachment A ie in
4 | ! . : . . \ .

error).

Recommendations

On balance I feEEminend against declassiﬁcé.'tio:x of fhe facts in

Attachment A and tha.t I be authorxzed to hold Mr. Phxlhps to his Becre’cy

agreement. I'support 'a fu'm Admm:stratxon posmon that publxc dxscussv.on

 of covert action by U. S. offxcxals is not in  the overall U. S. interest,

b W f i W, By Colby
N SR : .|, . Director
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FACTS TO IF DECLASSIVIED FOR PUBLIC NFARINGS ON_ CHILE.

. T o o . .
N .! - [ . . . R [
. . - 1

l. The CenLral Intellrgence Agency, acting under prograns approved

by the Special Group, spent mearly $3,000,000 in covert efforts to iasure) "

the election of the Chris stian Dcchxatl,c c_andldate in the 1964 Chilean
-PresidentiaL elections. T ‘j";, R

. 4',..
s :

. 2. In 1970, the 40 Committee-—the Special Group & succesqor-—decidec
not to support a single candidate in the 1970 Presidential elections.

‘Rather it decided. that the CIA should unidertake plopaganda and other - -caved.

activities designed to prevent the electlon of the leftist candidate,
Salvadot Allende. $425,000 was spent Jon that efforc. ia addition to ca-
.3oing Station activities., - . , :

\ 3. Alleﬁde was the narrow victor in the Septembet 4 electioas. Re-
- cause no candidate received a majority, the Chilean Congress was to vote
- between Allénde and, Jorge ‘Alessandri, . the consgrvative ruaner-up, on’
October 24. . During the interim, the CIA undertook two. lines of activity

-designed to 'prevent. Alleade from becomlng President.. One line was approwvd

. and ,coordinated by the 40 Committee. It included propaganda, contacts wif -

“members of Frei’s csbinet and the use of military aid as aa inducemeat to

. the Chilean military. It also-included a 40 Committee authorization of

- funds to attempt to’ influence the outcome of the CongreSSional vote. Tt
was, however, det&rmined that the wmoney could not usarully be speat, and
it was not. 4.*' B .-

: At the President’c request, the CIA opened a second track of
.'actzv1ty.' This became an attempt to induce the Chilean military to stege
.- @ coup before Allende could be voted into office by the Chilezn Coagress.

- The CIA passed weapons to one group of Chilean military officers who ploti
& coup. However, that group was appatently not the group which carried-od
. the kidnap attempt in which the Chilean’ Chief of Staff, General Rene _
. Schneider, was fatally wounded. The CIA knew of the lstter group’s plans
but sevelal days’ before had tried’ to dxscourage it from carrying them oul:

I -

'4; Between Allenda L] inauwuration in Novembér -1970 and his overthzoy

~ and death iu September 1973, thes CIA-spent over $6,000,000 in supporc of
opposition political parties and media. Included in that support were
limited amounts of money for private sector organi“atlons. ‘Proposals forc
support of private sector organizations suspected of {nvolvement 1in stcik
or for direct support of strikers were rejected. At the same time, tha
CIA remalaed in contact through third parties with a right-wing terraorist
organlzation Patria y Libertad. The CIA also passed. considerable money
to the coanservative Naticmal Party,. whose right—wing nembers werae kaown t

have links with Patr1a y. Libertad. o » L -
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