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Biographic Data on Lieutensnt General Pham Xusn
Ambassador to Korea

CINCPAC FOR POLAD

1. Prior to the election of September 1367, LIG Pham Xuan
Chieu was one of the most important palitical figures in
Vietnam. He has since lost much of his previous

as a result of the many realigmments of power in the 1960's.
Chieu, a northermer, has been Ambassador to Korea since
mid-1367. He serves concurrently as Chairmsn of the mori-
bund Vietnam Veterans Legion.

Zarly Life

2. Fhan Xuan Chieu was bornm an November 20, 1320 in Non
Xhe viliage, ‘Ninh Binh Province, North Vietnam. He re-
ceived his education at the prestigious Lycee Albert
Sarraut located in Hanci. During the {mmediate years
preceding World War IJ until 1943, Chieu attended medical
school at the Uaiversity of Hanoi.

3. One of Chieu's classmates at medical school was Nguyen
Tan Hong. Hong and Ngwyven Cad Ky were to serve together
in the 20tk Infantry 3attalion in the Hung Yen sector near
Haroi in 1951. Xy later avpointed Hong Minister of Youth
upon the formation of the Quat Government in 1965.

worli wWar II are rot
he left Vietnam for China
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5. Ghten vas comtasioned o First Liswbeomt 1o the Force
Quan (Self-Defense Forces) on Nay 1, 1951. The BVQ was &

mn&mmmlm,haem,mdm
sisters remained in the north. !

. From August 1953 until December 1953, Chileu was ciaietotSt'cft'

f the Soc Trang Sector, concurrently serving under LTC Duong Van

Kinhnﬂuefofsu.tfof‘thelstuﬂit&ryliegim. (The st Military
Cochin

T. Oo April 27, 1955 the Binh Xuyen broke an uneasy truce with the
Diem Administration with a mortar attack on Diem's Palace (for more
informaticn on the Binh Xuyen, see A-158 of July 25, 1974). I1IC
Duong Van Minh, then Coarmander of the Saigon-Cholon-Gia Dinh NMilitary
Sub-Division; Tran Van Dor, then Chief of Staff of the Joint General
Staff; and Do Cac Tri, Commander of the Airdbarne troops organized the
defense of the Palace and then pushed the Binh Xuyen out of Saigon,
ultimately defeating them. All of those associated with the sup-
pression of the Binh Xuyen were pramoted by Diem. Chieu had served
with Ninh during the campaign and was promoted to lieutenant colomel
on May 1, 1955

Suppression of the ‘{oa Hao and the Cao Tal

e i

8. During the remainder of 1355 and well into 1356, the principal :
task which faced the arry was the elimination of the private armies f
of the Hoa Hao and the Cao lai religious sects. In December 1956 :
zany of those involved in this campaign were again promoted. Chieu, i
still serving with Minh, was pramoted to colonel in December 1955 as
a result of the successes his coomander was scoring in the field.
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9. In December 1956 Chieu was appointed Director of the Kational
Police and Security Buresu (Surete), an extremely important position.
The Kational Police had been the province of the Binh Xuyen until .
their suppressicn in mid-1955, and Chieu's appointment was probably

& reward for the loyalty he had shown toward the Diem Govermment in
the suppression of both the Binh Xuyen and the religious sects. Ome
report indicates that Chieu was supported for this post by Diem's

Can Laoc Party, and it is probable that Chieu had established himself
with Diem, but he had certainly estadblished himself with Diem's
brother, Xgo Dinh Nhu, decause Khu essentially cantrolled the Can

Lao and played a key role in all sppointments of sny significance.

Chieu Moves to JGS

10. One report indicates that as Director of the National Police,
Chieu antagonized Ngo Dinh Car, another of Diem's drothers, by
investigating some of Can's activities in Central Vietnam. Another
report reveals that Chieu also locked horns with the Presidential
Intelligence Service Chief, Tran Kim Tuyen, whose euphemistic title

was Director of Political and Social Research Service of the Presidency.
Tuyen was encouraged by Nhu to keep tabs on all intelligence organ-
izations, and Tuyen attempted to dominate Chieu's service. Sketchy
reporting fram that period suggests that Chieu resisted Tuyen's
attempts to dominate his department.

11. In February 1358 Chieu was pramoted to brigadier general and
assigned as Chief of Staff of the JGS. This movement from Director
of National Police to JGS was a lateral one, and it is possible that
Chieu's internecine conflicts with Can and Tuyen during the preceding
two years were the reasons behind Chieu's transfer. Chieu replaced
Colonel Tran Thien Xhiem as Chief of Staff, JGS.

12. The Chief of JGS Irom 1954 to 1363 was LG le Van Ty. Ty had
received his appointment to JGS primarily on the merit of his
political reliability and Ioyalty to Diem. It is generally con-
ceded that Ty was not a dymamic leader nor an effective administrator.
Thus, it was necessary for Ty to have a competent Chief of Staff to
carry the JGS administrative burdens. 2rior to Chieu's appointment,
Ty's Chiefs of Staff had been Tran Van Don and Khiem, both very
corpetent administrators. A MAAG report of the period verifies that
this working relationship continued when Chieu became Chief of Staff.
It reports that Chieu ... carried the load of the headquarters of
the RVNAF," and it describves his role as only naminally subservient
to Ty. The reporting officer said, "I have seen him overrule General
Ty and the latter accede with nc apparent embarrassment on the part of
either.” In March 1355 Chieu attended the Modern Weapons Familiar-

ization Course at Ft. Rliss, Texas.
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: _»-cmeu' _R_gga Rise , _
"13. Inndditiontobemnthedghtpweatthor!.ghttineonthe
right side, much of the credit for Chieu's rapid rise to power is due
to his own native ability. It is generally conceded that Chieu was a
capsble officer, and this was certainly a major factor in his rapid
pramotica. Hemmomdnmtlﬁotobavebeenamlu
genenl,mﬂngvithﬁenmbumg\hnm.nhinpapnariw.m g

1%, One report in 1960 prepared by a -enior US officer who had cloae
contacts with Chieu reports that "... I have often observed him make
both administrative and operaticnal decisions as soon as he heard the
prodblem” and that Chieu was ".., alert, conscientious and intelligent
.»+ with consideradble native ability." -A later report reveals that
Chieu "... 18 an intelligent and capable officer who was valuable ...
as a man with a gift for cmprcniso and negotiation and cne who had -
lines open to many factions." It is probable that these comnections
with "many facticns" and Chieu's giﬁ'. for "compromise and negotiation”
helped pramote his rapid rise.

The lﬁ Coup

15. On November 11, 1360 Colonel Nguyen Chanh Thi led his paratroopers
in sn unsuccessful effort to overthrow Diem. The coup attempt was put
down by Colonels Tran Thien Khiem and Nguyen Khanh, After ths failure
of the coup, Thi went into exile with a number of his coconspirstors,
and a number of military men and civilian politicians were arrested by
Diem.

16. Among those arrested were Tran Van Don's brother-in-law, BG Le Van
Kim. At the time of the coup, Kim was the Comnander of the Natiomal
Military Academy at Dalat. Duncanson in Govermnment and Revolution in
Vietnam attributes Kim's arrest to a VNQDD plot to set up a government
after the coup, with Kim as its Prime Minister.

17. It is possidble that Chieu's name may also have been bandied about
by the VNQDD plotters as & member of the new govermment. One early
report crypticelly refers to Chieu's membership, along with Nguyen
Chanh Thi and Le Van Kim, in a “revolutionary cammittee” which led the
coup. It is possible that this report refers to a "Manifesto” drawn
up by the VNQPD "United National Front" and issued over the names of
18 people. Most of these people were later to assert that their
names had been usec without permission, and this seems possible,
although it is also probable that many of those people named approved
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uderabw guspicious of Chieu. i report’
1960 reports that "Chieu's u:tivitiea at the: Genersl ‘Staff wi

January 1, 1961 to replace Le Van Kim as Commander of the National
-Military Academy at Dalat, a traditional roost for officera
_political eclipse. He was not to remain at the EMA lang, however,
In May 1961 he was relieved and assigned to attend the regular cours
at the US Command and General Staff College, a most coveted assign-
ment. Le Van Ty was still Chief of JGS, - !iawenlmanhmmtot
Staff of JGS, and Tran Van Don was Commander of I Carps. . It is pos
sible that one of these men obtained cnieu 8 appomtunt to theﬂ

C&GSC.

19. The only other Vietnamese member of the 1961-62 regulu- course
at the CA&GSC was Le Minh Luan, a major in the Air Force, Hmberoot
the 1961-62 Associate Course were:

LIC Dam Quang Yeu

L1C Tran Thanh Phong
LTIC Pham Ngoc Sang
LTC Nguyen Van Thien
Major Pham Dinh Tung
LTC Nguyen Ho

Msjor Le Van Tho
Major Vu Ngoc Tuan .
Major Pham Quoc Thuan

20. After his return to Vietnam, Chieu remained unassigned for a
year before being named as an inspector for the Strategic Hamlet

Program in July 1963. A DOD report states that "... considerable
progress was made toward combatting subversion while Chieu was

/in this position/."

21. . In August 1963 President Diem proclaimed martial law at the
urging of several important military figures who were then plotting
a coup. The major coup plotters at this point were: ;

Tran Van Don ) :
Duong Van Minh ;
Le Van Kim ;
Tran Thien Khiem . 4
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"+ to control the steadily deteriorating political.situation
- and to help pave the way for a coup. During August Chieu
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Assistant to the Acting Chief of JGS, BG Tran Van Don. 'ﬂle

Staff of JGS was Tran Thien Ehiem. It is probable that Don. and
Khiem brought Chieu into the JGS to assist in the ctatt plmng
the coup.

23. Chieu vas a member of the Executive Coammittee of the Military -
Revolutionary Council which overthrew Diem, Its eanpositim wes as

follows:
MG Duong Van Minh Chairman
MG Tran Van Don 1st Deputy Chairman
MG Ton That Dinh 2nd Deputy Chairman
MG Le Van Kim SecretaryGenen.‘LnndCouusim &
for Poreign Affairs v o
MG Tran Van Minh Cammissioner for Economic Affairs
MG Tran Thien Khiem Camissicnar for Military Affairs
BGC Pham Xuan Chieu Commissioner for Security Affairs
BG Do Mau Cammissioner for Political Affairs
MG Mai Huu Xuan Mexber
MG Le Van Nghiem Member
BG Nguyen Huu Co Member
BG Nguyen Van Thieu Member

2k. 1In December 1963 Chieu was appointed head of the Intelligence
Coordinating Committee and pramoted to major general. The Prime ’
Minister of the rew Government was the former Vice President, Nguyen
Ngoc Tho.

LA

The 1964 "Realignment"

R n—
yogen e

25.. On January 30, 1964 Major General Nguyen Khanh, Ccomander of I
Corps, staged a bloodless coup which overthrew the Minh-Tho Govermment.
Khanh organized his Governmment with himself as Prime Minister, and
General Minh remained as titular Chief of State. Chieu supported
Khanh's takeover of the Govermment in January, and in February 1964

he was assigred as Deputy Commander of II Corps. The Commander of

II Corps at that time was LTG Lo Cao Tri. In March Chieu was named
Third Vice Chairman of the newly reorganized Military Revolutionary
Council.

T
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27. In July 1964 Chieu was suddenly appo.

This assigmment coincides roughly with the height Ky
Thieu confronmtation, and it is probable that bad been:
with Khiem and Thieu and was an early victism in this power struggle
On September 5 Khiem resigned as Minister of Defense, and Nguyen Ven
Thieu left his post at JGS on September 12 and was reassigned. . Chien
arrived in Taiwan o August 27, 1964, the first Vietnsmese Asbassador
to the Bepublic of China. : :

Return to Vietrnanm

28. In February 1305 the military group in power finally sgreed
that Ehanh had to be replaced. Nguyen Var Thieu was recalled from
IV Corps, where he had been sidelined since the previcus fall, and
named Deputy Prime Minister under Phan Fuy Quat. Chieu was im- ‘
mediately recalled from Taiwan and named Chairman of the newly:
organized National Legislative Council. (He was replaced as A=bas-
sador to Taiwan by Khiem in October 1365.) It would appear that
Thieu had estsblished himself as Chieu's patron.

29. On June 19 Quat and the Nationel legislative Council armounced
in a joint statement their decision to turz power over to the Armed
Forces, and the National Leadership Council (NIC) was formed. The
camposition of the NIC was:

4
t
i
¢

P

Nguyen Van Thieu Chairman
Pham Xuan Chieu Secretary General
Kguyen Cao Ky Caxmissicner for the Executive : i
Eguyen i Co Member .
Linh Quang Vien Member
Dang Van Quang Mesber
Kguyen Chanh Thi Mezder
Cao Var Viea Member
Vizh lLoc - Mexber
Le Ngwyen Xhang ’ Member
SBEEED/ROFORK
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30. During a conversation with sn Erbassy officer following Chien's
appointment to the NIC, Chieu did not directly criticize NIC mesbers, .
but he gave the impression of regarding same of them nther poorly
and said that "... rewvolutionaries are alway very young." The re-
porting officer comtrued this to mean that Chieu believed that
Wetwmmemriemdmgwmmw'mutm
an extremely dangerous adventure.”

Vietnam Veterans legion

3. In September 1965 Chieu was elected Chairman of the Vietnam
Veterans legion (VVL). The VVL is ostensibly the principal vetersns -
orgsnization in Vietnam, and it serwves as an uxbrella organization for
other veterans' associations. (One year after Chieu's election to
the Chairmanship of the VVL, Nguyen Tan Hopg, Chieu's medical school
classmate, became Commissioner for War Veterans.) Chieu has not
provided cbmu:ic leadershlp for the VVL, and it is ineffectusl to the
point of being moribund. On November 16 1965 the Vietnamese gemeral
officer rank structure was revised in order to equate with that of
the nited States. As 8 result Chieu's rank was automatically

raised to that of lieutenant general.

32. Chieu served or the NIC during 1965-87. Ope of his primary
responsibilities during 1967 as Secretary General was to develop &
new constitution for Vietnam thmugh a negotiation process with the
Canstituent Asse=bly. The main issues were the divisian of power
between the executive and legislative branches, what transiticnal
powers the Assembly would have, whether or not province chiefs were
to be elected and what role the military would play in the new
government.,

33. The Constituent Assembly approved the constitution on March 18,
1207 after a behind-the-scenes sgreement with Prime Minister Nguyen
Cao Ky. On March 27 the Armed Forces Council approved the legis-
lation, publicizing, however, objections to some provisions and its
general scceptance "in the spirit of democracy.” Although many
=ilitary leaders put a Sood public face on their collective dis-
satisfaction with the new constitution, privately many were harshly
critical of those responsible for the outcome of the negotiations.
When the new government was announced in October 1367, Chieu's name
was not included in the leadership. There is same con,jecture that
the NIC used Chieu as a scapegoat to placate the dissatisfied members
of the military. Since that time Chieu's significance has greatly
diminished, :
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3" Artertwyemormaignedmm, Chieu was mi@edu .
Azbasgador to Kores in 1969. ' He replaced Do Cao Tri. :The Exbassy -
in Secul reports that morale is low at the Vietname se mission.
According to Chieu's secretary, the general spends his time -
dreaming of past political days, saving his money and enjoying -
his perquisites as Anbassador. The Fmbassy does little more than -
entertain visitors and respond to requests from Ssigon to make
specific representation to the Korean Govermment and third- N
country missions. Chieu's close associates describe him as com- -
pletely uninterested in his job. A 1969 memorandum states that:

“"When he was in the government, Chieu was a useful

contact; he seems to be now very much among the

"outs” end spperently has little to offer. Chieu

is intelligent, will sometimes speak very frankly,

but seems to lack drive. He has done virtually

nothing effective with the Veterans Organization

(wr)." "
35.. Chieu's staff includes his brother-in-law, LIC Mai Bac Dau,
his personal secretary, Major Nguyen Huy Thanh, and only ome
substantive diplomatic officer, a third secretary. Chieu is
affable and fairly well liked by his diplomatic peers. He often
voices 8 desire to leave the Foreign Service, but he repartedliy
enjoys the comforts of his position and needs the momey to support
two of his sons now living in Canada.

Family

36. Chieu is married to Nguyen Thi Ha who was born on May 9, 1924
in Viet Tri Province, Nor<h Vietnam. The couple has eight children:
three sons and five daughters. Feportedly, Mrs. Chieu met her
husband in China during World War II. The US Exbassy in Korea
reports that Mrs. Chieu rules over th: Vietnamese Embassy with "an
iron hand and a vicious tongue.” She speaks Chinese and limited
English. Her speech in Vietnamese is loud, vulgar, and coarse,

and she frequently berates employees and their families for not
showing her proper respect. SRF sources report that she presides
over nightly mah-jong gamxes lasting until dawm.

37. Mademe Chieu is also a believer in the occult. She is well
¥nown for her yearly performance of a dance to exorcise the spirits
(len dong). SRF sources say she frequently lapses into trances and
has & great fear of religious articles, becoming 111 in the presence
of a cricifix.
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