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THIS ESTIMATE IS SUBMITTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL 
INTELLIGENCE AND CONCURRED IN BY THE UNITED STATES 
INTELLIGENCE BOARD. 

The following intelligence organi2:ations participated in the preparation of . 
the estimate: 

The Centrol .lntelligence Agency and t~e intelligence orgcmization~ of the Depart
ments of State and Defense, and the NSA. 

Concurring: 

The Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 

The Director of Intelligence and Research, Department of State 

The Director, Defense Intelligence Agency 

The Director, National Security Agency 

The ksistant General Manager for National Security, Atomic Energy Commission 

Abstaining: 

The Assistant Diredor, Federal Bureau of Investigation, cmd the Special ksistant 
• ;-'to the Secretary of the Treasury, Department of the Treasury, the subject being 

outside of their jurisdiction. 
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 

I I 25Xl, E.0.13526 I Ihave provided 
key additional data on the organization of the USSR's space effort 
and on the wse of communications relay satellites. This infonnation 
has materially affected our overall understanding of the USSR's space 
program. Although the various types of data bear on separate aspects 
of the space program, all the information is combined in this one sup
plement for ease in presentation. 
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GRU and KGB Use of Satelfite 
Communications 

Evidence indicates that in .196S the GRU 
had planned and was developing satellites 
for communications with intelligence agents 
abroad. An entire institute was then involved 
in designing a radio set adaptable to satellite 
use. The satellite/radio project reportedly was 
dropped in 1968, but apparently was later re
vived. The Soviets reportedly felt that, when 
functional, it would provide world-wide cov
erage of GRU agent communications. 

The KGB reportedly collaborated in the 
late 1960s with the GRU and various technical 
agencies in developing an agent-related space 
comrnunicatiom system. While we are not 
aware that the KGB has used satellites to 
relay agent-related data, there is evidence that 
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DISSEMINATION NOTICE 

1. This document was disseminated by the Central Intelligence Agency. This copy 
is for the information and use of the recipient and of persons under his ;urisdiction on a 
need-to-know basis. Additional essential dissemination may be authorized by the follow· 
ing officials within their respective departments: 

a. Director of Intelligence and Research, for the Department of State . 
b. 	Director, Defense Intelligence Agency, for the Office of the Secretory of 

Defense and the organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
c. 	Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Department of the Army, for the 

Department of the Army 
d. Director of Naval Intelligence, for the Department of the Na'f'Y 
e. 	Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, USAF, for the Department of the Air 

Force 
f. 	Assistant General Manager for National Security, for the Atomic Energy 

Commission 
g. Assistant Director, FBI, for the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
h. Director of NSA, for the National Security AgMcy 
i. 	Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, for the Department of the 

Treasury 
j. 	Deputy for National Intelligence Officers, CIA, for any other Department or 

Agency 

2. This document may be retained, or destroyed by burning .in accordance with 
applicable security regulations, or returned to the Central Intelligence Agency by 
arrangement with the Deputy for National Intelligence Officers, CIA. 

3. When this document is .disseminated overseas, the overseas recipients may 
· retain 	it for a period not in excess of one yeor. At the end of this period, the 

document should either be destroyed, returned to the forwarding agency, or per· 
mission should be requested of the forwarding ogenty to retain it in oc:c:ordance with 
IAC-~9/2, 22 June 1953. 

4. The title of this document when used separately from the text should be clas

sified: SECRH 
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