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VIA CAS SAIGON 2063 FROU AMBASSADOR LODGE DTG 3518302
_ TO SECSTATE ‘WASH EYES ONLY FOR RUSK, HARRINAN, BALL, HILSHAN, HUGHES

'0SD'EYES ONLY FOR MCNAMARA, GILPATRIC, TAYLOR, KPULAK, MR. WM. BUNDY

" WHITE HOUSE/EYES ONLY MCGEORGE BUNDY IR

INEo[::]HONoLULU FOR ADM FELT‘EYES ONLY

' CIA/EYES ONLY MCCOVE, CARTER, HELUS . | SR
"REF:. CAS WASHINGTON 79189 o

1@. WE ANTICIPATE THAT“AI'THE.OUTSEE OF THE COUP, UNLESS IT
- MOVES WIEH'LiGHTNING SWIFTNESS, THE GVN WILL REQUEST ME OR GEN
HARKINS TO USE OUR INFLUENCE TO CALL IT OFF. I BELIEVE OUR
- RESPONSIBILITIES SHOULD BE THAT OUR INVLUENCE CERTAINLY COULD NOT -
BE SUPERIOR TO THAT OF THE.PRESIDENT WHO IS COMMANDER IN CHIEF AND
“THAT IF HE IS UNABLE TO CALL-IT OFF, WA WOULD CERTAINLY BE UNABLE
"TO DO .SO AND WOULD MERELY BE RISKING AMERICAN LIVES ATTEMPTING TO
fiNEEREERE IN THIS VIETNAMEéE EROBEEM. THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT REQUEST*
EaiRCRAFT. HEL I0COPTERS, FOR THE EVACUATION OF KEY PERSONALITIES
‘THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE STUDIED CLOSELY, BUT WE WOULD CERTAINLY
'NOT COMMIT OUR. PLANES AND PILOTS BETWEEN THE BATTLE LINES OF THE -
'OPPOSING FORCES. WE SHOULD, RATHER, STATE THAT WE WOULD BE WILLING
TO'ACT IN THIS FASHION DURING A TRUCE IN WHICH BOTH SIDES AGREE
Eto'THE REMOVAL OF KEY EERsoNALiTIEs. I BELIEVE THAT THERE_WOULD
BE IMMEDIATE POLITICAL PROBLEMS IN ATTEHPTING TO TAKE THESE
PERSONALITLES TO ANOTHER:NEIGHBQRING COUNTRY AND PROBABLY WE WOULD
BE BEST SERVED IN DEPOSITING'THEM IN SAIPAN WHERE THE ABSENCE OF
PRESS, COMNUNICATIONS, ETC, WOULD ALLOW US SOME LEEVAY TO MAKE, &
;EURTHER DECISION AS TO THEIR ULTIMATE DISPOSITION. IF SENIOR
VIETNAMESE PERSONALITIES AND" THEIR FAMILIES REQUESTED ASYLUM IN
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THE ENBASSY OR ‘OTHER: AMERICAN INSTALLQTIOJS "WE UOULD PROBABLY HAVL l
'"To CRANT 1T IN LIGHT OF OUR PREVIOUS . ACTIOV NITH RESPECT TO TRI o
QUANG. _THIS WILL UNDGUBTEDLY PRESENT LATEP DROBLEMS BUT HOPE--
FULLY THE NEY GOVERNMENT MIGHT.FEEL DISPOSED TC HELP US SOLVE THIS,
PRODLEW.: NATURHLLY ASYLUM WOULD ‘BE GRANTED Oif THE SANE BASIS AS |
THE BUDDHLSTS, :Ls,, PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT THE EXBASSY OR OTHER .
LOCATIOV ' . B L R
11 AS’TO RVQUESTS FROW THE GENERALS, THEY MAY WELL HAVE NEED °.
oF FumDs AT THE' LAST lOMENT.WiTH_hHICH.fO_BpY OFF. POTENTIAL - -
OPPOSITION.' TO THE EXTENT THAT THESE FUWDS CAN BE PASSED ™ |
DISCREETLY, I BELIEVE UE SHOULD FURNISH THEM.”PROVTDED WE'ﬁqE:'i |
CONVIHCED THAT iHE"?ROPOSED"COUP'fS SUFFiéiEMILY WELL ORGANIZED
TO HAVE A GOOD CHANCE. OF SUGCESS..  TF. THEY. ARE SUCCESSFUL, |
THEY WILL UVDOUBTEDLY asK FOR PRONPT RECOGNITION AND SOUE ASSURANCE:3 i'
| | THAT WILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID WILL CONTINUE AT NORMAL LEVEL. |
VE SKOULD' BE PREPARED TO MAKE THESE STATEWENTS IF THE ISSUS
1S GLEARGUT, PREDICATING OUR.POSITION: ON THE PRESIDENT'S STATED -
DESIRE TO CONTINUE THE WAR AGAINST THE VC TO FINAL VICTORY. VOA.
MIGHT BE AN INPORTANT NEANS OF DISSEMINATING THIS WESSASE. SHOULD
THE COUP FAIL, WE WILL HAVE TO PICK UP THE PIECES AS BEST WE CAN ~
AT.THAT TIME;) WE HAVE‘A COMMITNF“T TO THE GENERALS Fﬂéﬂ THE
AUGUST EPISODE TO ATTEWPT TO HELP IN THE EVACUATION OF THEIR
DEPENDENTS. * UE SHOULD TRY TO'LIVE UP TO THIS IF CONDITIONS WILL'
PERWIT. ~ AMERICAN CONPLICITY VILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE CHARGED AND TH“RE"
' MIGHT BE SOME ACTS TAKEN. AGAIVST SPECIFIC PERSONALITIES WHICH WE
SHOULD AVTICIPATE AND HAKE PPOVISIOV AGAINST AS EBEST WE CAN. o
SHOULD THE COUP PROVE INDECISIVE. AVD A PROTRACTED STRUGALE IS I, |
PROGRESS, VE. SHOpLD PROBABLY OFFEH OUR, GOOD OFFICES 10, HELP .

RESOLVC THV ISSUE IN THE INTEREST OF THE wAR AGAINST THV Vu-;.."
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EDIATOR. HOUEVER,*LHI: OPP?OBIUM UOULD PPOaAuLY 3E LESS PR
DISTAST¢FUL THAN. A DEADLOCK UHICH JOULD OPEN LHV DOOR TO THE VC;-E

UE COVSIDER SUCH A DLADLOCK Aa THE LTQS! LEKELY POSSIDILITY,OEI.‘C.‘

12. - AS REGARDS YOUR PARA io, I DO NOT KNOW WHAT HORE PROOF

CAN BE OFFERED THAN THE FACT THn.Sp h*“ A?F OJVIOUSLY PRhPARFD IO ;?

RISK THEIR LIVES AND THAT TH“Y WANT VOTHIN" FOR THEMSELVrs. IF:*:;"

T

_ I
I AN ANY JUDGE OF. HUMAN NATUR E DOV S FAC XPRESS“D OF aIVCLRITY
&HD - DtThPMINATION OV THE MORNIWG TH I SPOK: TO HIM. HEARTILY .

E THﬁT A MISCALCULATION COULD CPA?DLZL POSITION IN SOULHEAST:';'

A5IA.  WE ALSO RUN TREME VD”Ua|RISKS BY DOING NOlHING. ;-

" IF VE UERE CONVINCED Th%T THE COUP WAS GOING TO FAIL,
SE WOULD, -OF COURSE ‘DO EVERYTHING UE COULD TO" srop IT. -_E_';Pf
13, GEN HARKINS HAS READ THIS AMD DOES NOT cquus.:-?*'d'”
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TiLL VATURALLY INCUR SOME;OPPROBIUW FRON BOTH 'SIDES IN OUR ROLE AS?T}": e



