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SEBRET

, 25 Scptember 1963

i

‘! SUBJECT: Variations in' Vietnamese Atvifudes
";SOUECE-; Eight CAS officers during dinner discussion

: " 1,. The consensus was that the recent Buddhist disturbances and the

repression thereoi bad had 1ittle effect in the provinces outside Saigon,
There was some avareness of theae developments, hoxever, and their effcct
in the provinces may be expected to vLow.‘

2. In Salgon there is only modﬁrate basils for the yLDllC attitude
of councern over repression, but the public attitude on the subjcct is

- rost intense despite this linited basis, Despite this concern the

: ~normal civil servant or liaison official ic doipg his job in the govern-
nent at about the same pace as fovaVIy."

3. ©Some liaison officlals have taken a very cautious approach
toward their American counterparts and are avoiding intimocy or cven
an uncosperasive gpiric.

4, A senior Vietnamese official sympathetic to Diem piciured the
current problem by the following anmalogy. Vietnam vias 1ike a chilad
locst in the Jjungle and saved from tilgers by a friendly father ifiigure,
This father figure rpised the child but at maturity insisted that the
child be 2 nusician for which the child bkad no inclipation or desire.
This divergence of views and the fact that Diem's insistence on certain

- policies secmed, in this Vietnamese official's eyes, to be similar to the

present probilem., The Vietnamese people, as the chi ld, retain much _
respect for the father but find themselves unable to accept his injunc-
tien, - 4 . _ . .

8. The atudcntciin ﬂéncral as a vesult of recent events, will
. be more vulnerzble {to anti-GVN appeals and activity, not solely of a
~ Viet. Conﬂ nature,

6. One source hav indicated that the Viet Cong can bs expected
t0 react to the present situation by turning o 2 noTe vigorous
political zas distinct from military actiocn as the political fileld is
now wore fertile for their sowing.

7. The analogy was suggested thoat the danger of aan explosion in
-Vie taam i somewhat wl#*lor to a diesel cylinder. The ailr would be

- renresented by tho degree of organizatlion of the students and of the

political eleusdntz,  The feul would be represented by the degree of
morale, discipline, and tactical ability of the police and military
forces of order., These two clements would then be subjecied to. the
" pressure of a2 c¢ylinder, repyeasnt ing the decree . .of goverpmenial
repression ¢ nd publ ic OﬁpOwlbiOH thereto., The consensus cf. these




officers was that <he present situation does pot offer the elecment:
of an explosion in that the students are relatively disorganized and

- only reascmably intense, the morale, discipline and tactical efficiency

of the police forces is reasonably good and there is an awareness that
the real repressive acts are relatlively limited, 21lthovgh there is

~-considerable runor and scme feeling about more dramatic repression.




