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Cuban-American

In Book V of the final report of the Senate Select
.Committée to Study Governmental.Operations on the performance \
of the intelligence agenCies‘invthe investigation of the
assassinatiéﬂ} ﬁhe FBI and CIA are‘critiéized for their
aép;rent failure to fully pﬁrsug"leads surrounding the
assassiﬁation of President Kennedy and then to fully report
to the Warren Commission the results of the investigations
they did undertake. . One such.lead concerned the travel
from Texas to Mexico City of ap—ﬁﬂident;fg;é Cuban- §§§
american on November 23; 1963, and then his flight to Havana on |
November 27. 1/ The lead was made more "interesting" by
the fact that the Cuban-American reportedly aftended a
meeting of the Tampa chaptex éf the Fair Play for Cuba
Committee on November 17, 1963. 2/ The House Select
Committee on Assassinations examined the documents connected
Ato that lead to determiné: (a) whether the facts which were
known by the FBI and CIA about that individual warranted
further investigaﬁion and‘what inveStigation was undertaken;

(b) whether any of that information was reported to the Warren

Commission; and (c) whether the known facts suggest any

involvement in the assassination of President Kennedy.
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A chronology of ‘the activities of—tfie FBI and CIA

on this lead amplifies

1nformation which was in the

possessi the two agencies.

CIA Investigation

The first information on the travel of the Cuban-
. o MA, @f
Amerlcan appeared,gﬁ'December 1963. At that time the

Mexicolgggiﬁgtation of the CIA sent a classified message

to CIA headquarters that a source {dentified as LITEMPO/4) had
. T

requested of the_MeXicoc§§z§ Chief'of Station at 1300 hours

on that date "urgent traces on U.S. citizen Gilberto P.

Lopez." 3/ The source said Lopez arrived in Mexico on

November 23 en route to Havana and that Lopez had>

disappeared with no record of his trip to Havana. According

to the message, Lopez had a tourist card, carrying humber

24553, which he obtained in Tampa on November 20, 1963 and

his passport number was 310162. The message stated that Lopez

left Mexico for Hevana on November 27 via.Cubana (Airlines) .

The classified message listed the cryotonym LIFIRE as theéW@f’Wg/(_

source of 1nformatlon on Lopez's travel. It 1ndlcated tHe Mex1co

e

ggiﬁ% Station had no- traees on him. 4/
4¢¢vﬁW@_oéfQ-

In another classified messagegiifea December 3, l9é§)from

the Mexico Statlon to CIA headguarters, -the station

reported also that the FBI office in Mexico City had been

advised by Mexican authorities that Lopez entered Mexico on

November 27 at Nuevo Laredo. 5/
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In another classified message dated December 4, 1963~

to the Mexico é:j;fStation from CIA headquarters, the Agency
reported that the State Department check on Lopez had produced ﬁdthingt'

yet because of the difficulty in tracing records using only

a name and passport number. 6 The message contained this
passp o :

paragraph:

s
We assume you have not told [5004&1!::]

that Lopez flew to Cuba on 27 November -
because you do not want to blow the
LIFIRE operation. This problem is up
to you. 7/

The LIFIRE operation referred to in the cla551f1 d message
the cbbrhniiy 0 sufone_inisal o/

to the Mexico Station 1nvolv§i@opbratlon between the TN

_________ e s o e s

"CIA and Mex1can federal OfflClalS who part1c1pated in a. . .-

\_ plan of photographlng passengers of flights departlng for Havana.

e T e e e e i < b et e \(
(and obtaining the passenger‘llsts OL_t e Cubana fllghts.wyw

et i b Dot e e ot

Mex1can OfflClalS also had their own program to photograph the TN

\\Eiiiggrts of the passengers arr1v1ng from Havana. 8/

e+ gt e TR T TR et aorg e e e, BT T e e T

On Decamber 5, 1963 the Mexico City Station reported
ﬂ%%ﬂﬂﬂ o

that the LITEMPO/4)source had stated that Gilberto Lopez had
wﬂ—"/'

crossed the Mexican border at Laredo, Texas on November 23,

1963 and registered in the Roosevelt Hotel ‘in Mexico City on
e ALOATI s P Sovet- R
November’25 at 1600 hours in Room 203. 9/ -LITEMPO-also

eported that Lopez departed on a Cubana flight on
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November 27 for Havana. That classified message stated
Fowt e e eu&“‘/

additionally_that(£i§§§§§7f3had'%.good photograph of
Lopez. 10/ N

The photograph of Lopez contained in hisACIA'ZOl file \
has "27 November 1963" stamped on the back. In the photograph

Lopez is shown wearihg dark glasses and the background in

the photograoph is dark and 1ndlst1ngu1shab1e.

7%z, 7éz&~~71197
In a dispatch dated Decenber 5, 1963 from-the Chief of

Station in Mexico gég;ito headquarters, copies of the

photograph of Lopez were attached and the dlsoatch stated

vlaend L it e "o Egia
-thas the photograph was taken @E‘the nlqht of November 27“ , , H

i sstompianmtec 2 S S S (,cs
- ¢

1963 at the Mex1co Clty alrport by Mex1can authorltles as

e i

-

Lopez wasg boaralng a Cubana fllght ll/ The dlspatch gave

e e iy, -

the previously reported 1nformatlon of the numbers of Lopez's
passport and tourist card and his entry

into and departure from Mexico. The dlspatch contalned the
additional information that Lopez was(llsted ESSthe only
passenger on Cubana flight #465 on Novemoer 27, 1963 to Havana:
the fllght contained a crew of nine Cubans. It said he used

a U.s. passport and a Cuban courtesy visa. 12/ The dispatch

had the following message: "Source states the timing and

- circumstances surrounding subject's travel through Mexico and
departure for Havana are suspicious." 13/ The dispatch
said also that the source "urgently" requested all available

data on the individual.
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_ % "'M/;x g,(‘//*; .
Also on(§ecme er 5, 1963 CIA headquarters cabled the

e ,...-._

‘ Mex1co§g£EX>Statlon and 1dent1f1ed this Cuban- Amerlcan as

Gilberto Policarpo Lopez, who was born on January 26, 1940. ;é/
, . .
It stated also that Lopez was not identical with a Gilberto

Lopez who had been identified as active in pro-Castro groups in

/

Los-Angeles. 15/ 4,, ’ C;7)6/1A£4J9W¢314(V'A»C£ SE

Y et Tl
¢On March 19, 1964, the Monterrey Station senb

e At AR b} M ORI o0 T

classified message (to head uartEfé>that(§£;1que Ruiz Montalvéji}

/

an agent of the Mexican Federal Judicial Police, had‘5297%3:

S <
Czéggzgéd tg;hEEEDthat one of Ruiz's contacts reported

in late February, 1964, that an American citizen named Gilberto

Lopes was involved in the Kennedy assassination. 16/ The message
said Ruiz's contact reported that Lépes entered Mexico on

foot from Laredo, Texas about 1200 hours on November 13 carrying U.S.
passport #319962, which was issued Jdly~13, 1960. 17/ According
to the dispatch, the contact related also that LOpés proceeded by
bus to Mexico City "where he entered Cuban embassy";‘it said that
he left the Cuban Embassy on Novempber 27 and was the only -
passenger for Cuba on flight #465. 18/ It said the_contéct
‘reported that Lopes was issued Mexican travei form B, #24553,
Nuevo Laredo. 19/ According to the dispatch, Ruiz reported

that he could nbt verify the contact's information,

bﬁt thought it‘might be of interest to the United States

government. 20/
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The cable stated also that background information

: e gt vasl
concerning the MonteTre: base ] contact w1th Rulz) was
g (fonteEtey 2,
=< Gl A
contained in aAdlspatch dated March 18 wnlch was being pouched
*5”—‘

to headquarterson March 202 21/

Ths. v EXT At '
On_March Athe Deputy Chief of the Mexico . Station

cabled a classified message to headquarters in which it was

stated that the information contained in the earller dispatch

//«. /77/740/)/&‘/04‘(
which discussed Qﬁzz;imsggtact "jibes fully with that provided
[TSeuscE ] -

station by my early December 1963." 22/

A 201 file was opened on Gilberto Policarpo Lopez by

Agency headQuarters on December 16, 1963. 23/ At that time his
records indicated that no earlier 201 file had existed. . The

file contains a "Review of 201 file on U.S. Citizen" by

e
(Barry Gibsomp an operations officer for the LAM/FI component

of the Agency. 24/ 1In that review the file was classified

as a "counterintelligence case (i.e., involving a foreign intelli-
gence or security service)." 25/ The date of entry of that _
category in Agency records is indicated as January 22, 1qi§)1n s

Lopez's file. 26/

"FBI Investigation

In a report dated August 26, 1964, the FBI documented

the results of its investigation on Gilberto Policarpo Lopez
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. which had been carried out in Key West, Florida. The ré?ort
stated that Lopez's counsin, Guillerﬁo Serpa Rodriguez, told the
FBI that Lopez came to the United Stated fof the first time some
time after Castro first came to power. 27/ He stayed approximately
one year and then returned to Cuba. 28/ Rodriguez stated thqt
Lopez returned to Cuba because he was homesick and missed
his family;lhe had parents and four brothers who still reéided
in Cuba. gg/ | M

: Rodriguéz stated also that Lopez's brother Selito was
a member of the Cuban militia at that time. 30/ Anothe:v
brother, Raimundo Policarpo Lopez, had reportedly been
sent to the Soviet Union to study by the Cuban government,
according to Rodriguez. 31/

Rodriguez told the FBI that Lopez returned to the Unitéd
States in 1960 or 1961 because hLe was afraid he would ke drafted
into the Cuban militia if he remained in Cuba. 32/
The FBI learned that Lopez married an American woman in Key

West in August, 1962.‘32/- Accordihg to Lopez's wife, he worked
for a time with théféeési<Cola Co. in 1962 and at the Molina
énd Murgia Bakery in Key West, which was owned by cousins. 34/
She said that he aléo WOrked for a construction éompany in

Tampa in. June, 1963. 35/
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Lopéz's wifeAtold the FBI that Lopez began.suffering from
recurrent attacks_of-epilepsy and had to bé confiﬁéd ét Jackson .
State Hospital -4n-Key-West in early 1963. 36/ She statéd that
" he was treated by doctors from Coral Gables and Key West for the‘
epilepsy. 37/ She stated that she did not beliéve he had a
history of epilepsy before coming,to the United States. 38/

She believed his convulsions were brought on by nervous tension
and worry over his family-in Cuba and may have been a reason
for his return to Cuba in 1963. 39/

The wife said that in épproximately November, 1963,
she received a letter from Lopez saying he had returned to-
.Cuba.»gg/ The wife stated that she was surprised he had returned
but that he had mentioned he was going back to Cuba whén he
left for Tampa in November, 1963. 41/ 'The wife gave her opinion
that he returned because of his close relationship with his
parénté. 42/ The wife étated that she received another‘letter_
from him later from Cuba. 43/ Accorxding to the letter, he was
working as ah elevatér opefator in Havana. 44/ 1In that lettef
Lopez said hé had received some kind of finanqial assistance
forvthé tfip from an organization in Tampa. 45/ 'According to the
wife, Lopez aid not haVe‘suffiéient personal funds to‘pay the
expenses to Mexico and Cuba. 46/ Sheusaid‘that he.had néver had

contact with Cuban refugee organizations to her knowledge. 47/
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Rodriguez told the FBI that Lopez left Key West

in late 1963 to go toO Tampa with the hope of being able

to refﬁrn to Cuba. ég/. Rodriguez said he believed Lopez wanted
‘to return to Cuba because he was afraid of being drafted into
the U.S. military. 49/ Rodriguez said Lopez was nbt involved

in any pro-Castro activity while-1living in Key West, but that

Lopez was "definitely" pro-Castro. 50/ Rodriguez recounted that
in one instance he and Lopez actually had a fist-=fight over
Lopez's pro-Castro sympathies.'éi/'

_ pyi : ‘
In a report in March 19@3, the FBI reported that Lopez

had attended a meeting of the Tampa Fair Play for Cuba Committee
63
on November 20, 1&2&._53/ The report also stated that at a
- meeting of the group on November 17, 1963, Lopez stated that he

had beén refused travel back to Cuba. .He said at that time

that he was waiting for a phone call from Cuba to get word on

his departure to Cuba. 53/

According to that report in March, 1964, a member of the
Tampa FPCC stated thét‘she calledAa>friend in Cuba on December §,
1963 and- was told thai;Lopez had arrived safely; gﬁ/ The'member__

had attempted to locate Lopez in Cuba through friends there because

Lopez had not delivered gifts to persons in Cuba from people

in Floridé as he hadlﬁféﬁised to do. 55/ The member ététed
alsobthat the Tampa chapter of the FPCC had given Lopez
approximately‘$l90 for the retﬁrn trip té Cuba. 56/ The member
said that Lopez had gone to Cuba by way of Mekico becéusé he did

not have a passport. 57/
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The March 1964 FBI report listed Lopez's passport as
#310162, which had been issued in January, 1960, and his
Mexican tourist card as "M8-24553, issued November_ZO, 1963
in Tampa. 58/ It stated that Lopez entered MeXiéo»by private
auto at Nuevo Laredo.on'November 23, 1963 and departed for
Havana on November 27 as the only passenger on a Cubana flight,
carrying a Cuban courtesy visa. 59/

According to the FBI file, Lopez's mother,‘Esperanza
Rodriguez, was born in Key West, Florida. Eg/ The file
listed three cousins and four uncles who resided and wbrked in
"the Key West aréa with their families. 61/

Lopez's FBI file contains a ﬁemo from the Tampa office
dated October 26, 1964 which states:

Tt is felt that information developed
regarding the subject is not sufficient
to merit consideration for the Security
Index. 62/

The only-information transmitted by the FBI to the Warren
Commission on Lopez concerned a check at the Passport Office. 63/
Theiinformation the Bureau did send to the Commission a bout the -
Tampa chapter of.the FPCC did not include any infofmation oﬁ
Lopez's activities. 64/ The CIA apparentlyvdid not provide
any inforﬁation on Lopez to the Warren Cémmissidga As poiﬁted

out in the Senate report, this omission is made more egregious
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by the féct that sources had reported within a few days of
LopéZ's‘departufe for Havana and of the assassination that the
circumstanqes surrounding his travel seemed féﬁspicious" and
that in March, 1964, while the Warren Commiésion was well
underway into its work into the investigation of the
assassination,iLopez had reportedly been inﬁolved in the
Kennedy assa551natlon34 TTJ’Kuwsl*Q~— 0

In the 1977Arepe%t~eé—the~£nspe@ter~€ene@a&ma@wﬁ%&
“©¥&v the Agency attempted to refute several "inaccuracies"
in the Senate report regarding the reporting op_Lopez's
travel. That is apparently the only folloﬁ—up by the
Agency on‘the lead after the Senate report appearedff/

: : 57
En the first plaee, Ehe

corrected the statement in the Senate report that sources
reported that Lopez appeared "suspicious" when he was

TY &

surveilled in Mexico. 65/ The IG—repoxrt explained that the
:,/JJ’L[‘/

internal CIA document ofADecember 1963 which characterized

the man as suspicious was merely "cryptic and impressionistic

rather than constituting a tangible basis for dramatic

activity or final conclusions."” 66/

: T R/,
The report Stated additionally that the March-

e N e .

information on Lopez from the contacc of the Mexican policé”:j>

and claimed Lopez was involved in the assassination was
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incorrect on several points: Lopez's name was misspelled
"Lopes"; it stated that Lopez ente:ed-Mexico on foot when
the CIA repeated the FBI's conclusion that he had traveled
by auto; it gave incorrect digits in Lopez's passport
number; it stated that the Mexican tourist visa was issued
in Nuevo Laredo:and not Tampa; and it reported that hé
stayed at the Cuban Embassy. 67/ Based on these inaccuraéies,
the &ﬁSﬁegzj;:écneral concluded that "the source patently
was extensively misinformed." 68/ Based on that observation,
WA NS 29t
the ;aepeetef-eeneral completely discounted theacable

a xﬂ~mM*4éfﬁ
by the Deputy Chief of Station in Mex1co(§£E§%6ﬁ1@5232_20%,3

(}964)that the Mex1can police source information "jibed"
with what had earlier been reported by the CIA's source. 69/

Presumably the dlscrepan01es~p01nted out by the

~ R »

& 1 are meant to explain the fact that the
CIA did not take more aggressive investigative steps to
asceftain whether there might have been some connection
betweén LSESZ and the assassination. 1In that regard( the
1977ag%ﬁ%;ﬁxgz;eae¥éi‘rebort explains that the Agency
hdd no other means of- 1nvestlgat1ng Lopez at hls dlsposal
and had carried the lead as far as ‘it was able by

questlonlng.a Cuban defector about Lopez. While the fact -

f the CIA's lack of access to further information about
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Lopez may well be the case, that fact does not explain either

the failure of the CIA to take more seriously the suspicions

of the sources, or most importantly, to report whatever

1nformat10n it had to: the Warren Commission. In that
TF R

regard, the attempts.zf'the EHSpee%ef~Geﬁerai'to denigrate

the'Value of the information provided on Lopez do not

d;m&n&sh the apparent neg&&gence of the Agency 4w seriously

pursu@se the information as it was received. The Agency is

not to be faulted for the strength of its intelligence
gathering, but rather for the judgment which kept that
intelligence from the governmental body,.the Warren
Commission? which was mandated to pass on the strength of
exactly that klnd of 1nformatlon

From the information collected by the FBI, there

Pz bl
appear to be welt—ewprsimed reacsons both for Lopez's

desire to return to Cuba and his solicitation of the help of a
“local FPCC chapter for that travel. His contacts in Florida

appear on their face to be 1nnocent aaé—ncnputrtrea; and not

in any way connected with the assassination. ,Desplte the
suggestion by the Senate report of susPicion'in the fact
that Oswald "may" have been 'in touch with that same FPCC
' %k.ﬂkCG fjkv/

Ano evidence sppeaxs tO suggest that Oswald was

actually in touch with the Tampa FPCC, or that Lopez was

chapter,

connected in any way with Oswald or Dallas.
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Despite what is now- known about Loéez, the Warren
‘Commission may well have»Wanted to lay to rest
suspicions which would remain about Lopez, and satisfy
itself that these circdmstances in no way indicate foreign
invelvement in the éésassination. The CIA has contributed
to Ehose suspicions by not airiﬁ§'the matter and explaining
circumstances which could shed light on otherwise sinister
appearing.events.

The Committee has documented instances where the CIA
decided to forego passing informationvto.the Warren Commission
out of a desire to not lay bare extremely sensitivé4$ources
and methods of intelligence. The LIFIRE operation
certainly falls within that category and as seon as the CIA
began receivihg information that LIFIRE was the source of
the information about Lopez's travel, the cables and
messages reflected the desire to not reveal that method;

. It also seems plauéible that the FBI likewise éhosé not to
_divuige what it had learned about Lopez because in doing

so, it would ‘have had‘ﬁo xeveal the sensitive'CIA operation
which generated the initial information on LOpéz‘s travel to Cuba

on November 27.
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