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Cuban-American

‘In Book V of the final report of the Senate Seiéct
_Committée to Study Governmental Operations on the performance
of_the'intelligence agencies in thé investigation of the
assassinationJ the FBI and CIA are Crlthlzed for their
apparent fallure to fully pursue leads surroundlng the
assassination of PreSLdent Kennedy and then to fully report

to the Warren Commission the results of the investdgations

they did undertake. One such lead concerned the travel

from Texas to Mexico City of ap—&n&deﬁtifg;d'Cuban~

Americandon November 23, 1963, and then his fiight to Havana on
November 27. 1/ The lead was made more "interesting” by

thé fact that‘the-Cuban—American reportedly'attended a

meeting of the Tampa chaptexr of the Fair'Play for Cuba
Committee on November 17, 1963. g/ The»House Select

Committee on Assassinations examined the documents'cohnected‘
to that iead to determiﬁa‘ A(a) whether the facts which were
known by ‘the FBI and CIA about that 1nd1v1dual warranted 1
further 1nvest1gatlon and what 1nvest1gatlon was’ undcrtaken,d
(b) whether any of that 1nFormatlon vas reported to the Warreni
'Commls$;pn;_and (c)iwhether the“knOﬁQ]factS suggest.any“

involvement in the assassination of President Kennedy.
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e FBI and CIA

information which was in the

A chronology of the activities

on this lead amplifies

possessi the two agencies.

CIA Investigation

‘The first information on the travel of the Cuban-
' ///M d/
Amerlcan appeared,pﬂ'December 1963. At that time the
Mex1co Station of.the CIA sent a classified message

£

to CIA headquarters that a source @ent_i_fied astITEMPO,@ had

requesﬁed'of the Mexico (€ity Chief of Station at 1300 hqursf
on that.date "urgent traces oan.S.-citizen'Gilberfo P.
Lopez." é/ The seurce.said Lopez arrived in Mexico on
quember'ZB en route to Havana and that Lopez had 
aisappeared with ho record of his‘trip to Havana. Aecording
to the.message, Lopez had a tourist card, carrying humber
24553, which he obtained in Tampa on Vovember 20, 1963 and
hie paseport number Wesv310162.w The message stated that Lopez
Aleft Mex1co for Havana on November 27 v1a Cubana (Alrllnes).‘. _
The cla351f1ed ﬂessage llsted the cryntonym(LIFIRn)as theéy’ﬁﬂmb/;
source of 1nfornatlon on Lopez s travel It 1ndlcated.tne Mexmee;

/; -
lt Statlon had no- traees on - hlm. 4/

o/_,%g_moé‘fi. ’/0/
In another cla551f1ed message(§ ted December 3, l9é§)from

the Mexico Gi:;;;tatlon to CIA headguarters, the station
reported also that the FBI office in Mexico City had been
advised by Mexican authorities that Lopez entered Mexico on

November 27 at Nuevo Laredo. 5/
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| gyt e wexT ity |
In another classified message @ated December 4, mﬁ[

to the Mexico Station from CIA headguarters, the Agency

reported that the State Department check on Lopez had producedrbthi
‘yet because of the difficulty-in traoing records using only
a name and passport number. 6/ The message contained this

paragraph:

We assume you have not tol{ 5'0"43‘-_]

that Lopez flew to Cuba on 27 Vovember
because you do not want to blow the
LIFIRE Joperation. This problem is up
to you. 7/ .

TheCiIFIRﬁ)operation referred to in the classified message ,
MOAMNIJ? (=} Y] ﬁt‘ /?’7)3,\/ 0/\/

to the Mexico Station inwperation_ betweén the 7’-

CIA and Mexican federal officials who participated ﬁﬁ-a SR

'plan~ofrphotOQraphingr;;;;;;;;:gmof flights departing for Havana .

Gggavobtalnlng the passencer lists of the Cubana flléﬁ%gzi:éfﬂ‘

Memeab ot o o e,

hex1can off1c1als also had their own program to photograph the‘&\>

-~

P

passports of the passengers_arriving from Havana. §/ : L

 On December S'.1963”£he Mexicoiéity Station reoorted'A" !
0TI A/ P : e
that th{LITEMDO/4;source had stated that Gllberto Looez had -
crossed the Mexican border at‘Laredo, Texas on ’\Iovember 23 '
1963 and reglstered in the Roosevelt Hotel 1n Mexico Clty on
e ARLPO LTI s P Sowt R
November 25 at 1600 hours 1n Room 203. 9/(}LL$&AP@)also

reported that Lopez departed on a Cubana flight on
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~

November 27 for Havana. That classified message stated
A Fewt . f’ secu

additionally 'that had , a g/ééfg photograph of
Lopez. 10/ »

The photograph of Lopez contained in his.CIA 201 file
has "27 November 1963" stamped on the back. In the photograph
LOpez.is shown wearihg dark glasses and the background in
the photograph is dark and 1ndlst1ngulshable.

7%=, ¢§Z%w~7 sy
In a dispatch Jated Decenber. 5, l96§jfr0m the Chief of

Station in Mexico gé:zfto headquarters, copies of the

'photograph of Lopez were attached and the dlspatch stated

vdaan) H’ |
has the photograph was taken @n the nlght of November D ..
; R e e
\ziio3 at the Mexico City airport y Mexican authorities)as %

i

Lopez was_boarding .a Cubana flight;fiiflThe dispatch gave

the previously-reported information of the humbers of’Lopez's
_passport and tourist card and his entry

into. | and aeparture‘from Mexico. The dispatch contained the

o

additional information that Lopez was the only

passenger on. Cubana Illght 5465 on Novemoer 27 1963 tO'Havaha;
the fllght contalned a crew of nlne Cubans. It said he used
a U S passport add a Cuban courtesy-VLSa. 12/ Tne d*spatch
had the follow1ng message-:,"Source states the t1m1dg and

' 01*cumstances surroundlng subject S travel through Mex1co and
departure for Havana are susolc1ous.' 13/ The dispatch
said also that the source "urgently" requested all available

data on the individual.
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SA Fabr, 35;743
. e b TS ST e, .
Also on {Decmeber 5, 1963) CIA headquarters cabled the

: MexicokEiEX/Station and identified this Cuban-American as
Gilberto Poiicarpo.LOpez, who was born on january 26, 1940. 14/
It stated also that Lopez was not identical with e Gilberto |
Lopez wﬁo hadvbeen identified as active in:pro~Castro‘groupé inu.
Los Angeles. 15/ | - | |

. | oz /Mo/waa/—;c:f weeeved
(6B March A9,) 1964, [sen® a g

oS Y
classified message(to heaaqua?ter§>thatéEnrlque Ruiz MontalGEZii

K@n agent of the. Mex1can Federal Judicial Pollce] hacﬂ —57£'>/ec/

lnformed the CIA jhat one oﬂ(%ulz ;}ontacts reported

in late February, 1964; that an Amerlcan citizen named Gilberto
Lopes was 1nvolved in the Kennedy assassination. 16/ The message
'saldéfﬁlz é}contact reported that Lopes entered Mexico on

foot from Laredo, Texas about 1200 hours on November 13 carrying U.:
passéort #319962,’which was issued July-l3, 1960.viZ/ According
to the dispatch, the contact related also that.Lepes proceeded by.
bus to Mexico Cit? "where he entered Cﬁban embassy"; lt sald that'
he left the Cuban Embassy on Novemoer 27 and was the onlj
.passenger for Cuba on fllght Jl465. 18/ t sald the contact
‘reported that Lopes was 1ssued Mexlcan travel form B, #24553
Vuevo ‘Laredo. 19/ Accordlng to the dlspatchlﬂftvé)reported

that he could not verify the contact's 1nformatlon,v |

but thought it might be ef interest to the United States

government. 20/
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The cable stated also that backyground information

. ‘Af faa?'
concerning thel ' contact, w1th Rulz was

TED AT G
contained in a dlspatch dated March 18 which was being pouched

to headquarters(on March 202 2&/

Ths. v X T A .

" .
Athe Deputy Chief of the Mexico @ Station
. cabled a ClaSSlfled message to headquarters in which it was

stated that the 1nformatlon contalnediulthe earlier dlspatch

0 La/:
which disCussedlgﬂﬂgianggggﬁfajibes_fully with that provided’
[[SourcE] —* , - ,
station. 'by ‘m! early December 1963." 22/
A 201 file was opened on Gllberto Policarpo Lopez by
-Agency headquarters on December 16, 1963. 23/ At that time hlS

records indicated that no earlier 201 file had existed. The

file contains a "Review of 201 file on U.S. Citizen"” by
S | |

| an operations officer for the LAM/FI component

of the Agency. 24/ 1In thatereview»the file was classified
as a "counterintelligence case (i.e., invclving a foreign intelli-
gence or security service) " 25/ The date of entry of that

category in Agency records is 1ndlcated as January 22, l%ij)ln

Lopez s flle. 26/ _;iwf;ngffqnf' ffwm Vf.;rf‘d.' fy , o

FBI Investigation

In a report dated August 26, 1964, the FBI documented

the results of its investigation on Gilberto Policarpo Lopez
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which had been carried out in Key West, Florida. The report
‘stated tﬁat Lopez's Céqnsin, Guillermo Serpa Rodriguez, told the
FBI that Lopez came tb’the United Stated for the first time some -
time after Castro first<came to power. 27/ He stayed approximately
one year and then returnéd to Cuba.'g§/ Rodriguez stated that
Lopez returned to Cuba becauée he was homesick and missed
his family;-he had parents and four‘brothérs who still reéided
in cuba. 29/ | |
| . Rodriguez ﬁtated also that ﬁopez's brother Selito was

a member of the Cuban militia at that time. gg/ Andthe:
b:other, Raimundo Policarpo Lopez, had reportedly beeh
sent to the Soviet Union to study.by the Cuban government,:
according to Rodriguez. 31/ |

Rodriguez tdld thé FBI that Ldpez‘réturned to the Unitéd-
States in 1960 or 1961'becausé Lhe was afraid he would be drafted
into the Cuban militia if he remained in Cuba. ég/

. The FBI leérned.that Lopez married an American woman in Key
West ih Aﬁgust, lQS?. gé/”_gccording téiLopez;é Qife, he Qorked
for a time wiﬁthﬁéggeésiiéola Coi“inil962 aﬂd_;t:the ﬁolina,
and Mﬁréié Bakery iﬁvkéy Wéét, whiéh.QasAownéa'by cduﬁins. 34/ s
She éaid’thatvhe aisd worked for-a éohstructiéﬁ’compaﬁy in

Tampa in. June, 1963..257
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, Lopez's wife told the FBI that Lopez began suffering from
recurrént attacks of epilepsy and had to bé confined ét Jackson
State Hospital 4n-Key-West in early 1963. 36/ She stated that
~ he was treated‘by doctors from Coral Gables and Key west for the
epilepsy. 37/ She stated that she did not believe he had a
history‘of.epilepsy before coming to the United States. 38/

She belieVed his convulsions were brought on by nervous tension
and worry over his family ih Cuba and may have been a reéson,

for his returnbto Cuba in 1963. 39/ |

The wife said.that inAapproximatelv November, 1963,

she recelved a letter from Lopez saylng he had returned to

Cuba. 40/ The wife stated that she was surprised he had returned.
but that he had mentioned he was going back to Cuba whén he
‘leff for Tampa.in November, 1963. 41/ The wife gave her opinion
that he returned because of-his}clcse relationship with his
parents. 42/ “The wife'étated that she received anotﬁer.letter 
-from_him iater f:om Cuba. 43/ According to the letter, he was
‘working as an élevatai 06e¥ator.in'Hévana. 44/  In ihat'iettef'
Lopez . sald he had recelved somo klnd of flnan01al aSSlstance _VU
for the trlp from an orgaplzatlon 1n Tampa. 45/ Accordlng to the?'
w1Le, Lopez did not have suff1c1ent personal funds . to pay the
expenses to Mexico and”Cuba{ 46/ She sald that he had never had --

contact with Cuban refugee organlzatlons to her knowledge.,él/
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Rodriguez told the FBI that Lopez left Key West
in late 1963 to go to Tampa with the hope of being able
to return to Cuba. 48/  Rodriguez said he believed Lopez wanted
to return to Cuba because he was afraid of being drafted into
the U.S.'military. 49/ Rodrlguez said Lopez was not 1nvolved
in any pro- Castro act1v1ty while living in Key West,,but that
Lopez was~"def1n1tely" pro—Castro. 50/ Rodriguez recounted that
in one instance he and Lopez actually had a. flSt flght over
Lopez S pro- Castro sympathies. '§£/ | '
In a report in March 1963,'the.FBI reported that Lopez‘

had attended a meeting of the Tampa Fair Play for Cuba Committee -
on‘November 20, 1922 52/ The report also stated that at &
- meetlng of the group on November 17, 1963, Lopez stated that he
had been refused travel back to Cuba. He said at that time |
_ that he was waiting for a phone cali from Cuba to get word on
his departure to Cuba. 53/ |

| According to that report in March '1964 a member of the:
Tampa FPCC stated that she called a frlend in Cuba on December é”“
1963 and was told that Lopez ‘had arrlved safely. 54/ ‘The memoerl;é
haa attempted to locate Lopez 1n Cuba through frlends there becaose
Lopez had not dellvered glfts to persons in Cuba from pe
in Fiorida as he had promlsed to do. 55/ The menber stated
also that the Tampa chapter of the FPCC had glven Lopez
approximately.$l90 for the retarn trip to Cuba. 56/ The member
s21d that Lopez had gone to Cuba by way of Mexico because he did

rot have a passport. 57/
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The March 1964 FBI report listed.Lopez‘s passport as
#310162, which had been issued in January, 1960, and his
Mexican tourist card as "M8-24553, issued ﬁovember 20, 1963
in Tampa.'§§/ It stated that Lopez entered Mexicoiby privetei
'auto at Nuevo Laredo on November 23, 1963 and departed for
Havana on November 27 as the only passehger on a Cubana flight,
carrying a Cuben courtesy visa. 59/

Accofding to the FBI file, Lopez's mother,‘ESperanza c
Rodrigues, Was born in Key West,lFlorida.vég/ The file |
listed thfee cousins and four cncles who resided and workea in

'the<Key West area with their families. g;/. |
7 Lopez's FBI file contains a memo from the Tampa office
dated October 26, 1964 which states: -
it is felt that information developed
regarding the subject is not sufficient

to merit consideration for the Securlty
Index. 62/

The only 1nformatlon transmltted by the FBI to the Warren

‘Commission on Lopez concerned a check at the Passport Offlce.

The 1nformatlon the Bureau did send to the Comm1851onaabout the~5f¥

.lampa chapter o; the FPCC dld not 1nclude any 1nformatlon on -

Lopoz s acthltles. 64/ The CIA apoarently dld not prov1de .

any 1nformatlon on Lopez to the Warren Commission. As POlnted ul;

out in the Senate report; this omission is made more egregious
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by - the fact that sources had reported within a few days of
Lopez's departure for Havana and of the assassination that the
circumstances surrounding his travel seemed "sqspicious" and
that in March, 1964, while the Warren Commission was well
underwey into its work into>the investigation of the .

assassination, Lopez had reportedly been involved in the

Kennedy assassination. ,
i o5 T Rionen fdpond”
In the 1977 fepefé~9é—the—iﬁspeeéef—eene;aéneé-éﬁmr
CFhy the Agency attempted to refute several "inaccuracies”
in the Senate report regarding the reporting on Lopez's

travel. That is apparently the only'follow-up by the

Agency on the lead after the Senate report appearéd%(,-
: ~”

s T - anant
A - 5 &
? ~—~ l\‘

In—the first place, Thé
corrected the statement in the Senate report that sources
- reported that Lopez appeared “suspicious" when he was

- TFR, : :
surveilled in Mexico. 65/ The I6—repert explained that the

internal CIA document ofADecember(5?{1963_which characteriied '

the man ‘as suspicious was merely cryptlc and 1mpre551onlst1c :

rather- than constltutlng a tanglble ba31s for dramatvc
act1v1ty or flnal concluSLOns. >66/'f

The renort stated addltlonally that the March

S ———— 2T

'1964 cable] Iwhich recounted the

" 1 gp—;

—— SRS et
1ntormatlon on Lopezkfrom the contact of é%i Mexican pollég§§§

and claimed Lopez Wwas 1nvolved in the assassination was

Iy
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incorrect on several points: Lopez's name was misspelled
"Lopes"; it stated that Lopez entered Mexico en foot when

the CIA repeated the FBI's conclusion that he had traveled

by auto; it gave incorrect digits in Lopez's passport

number; it stated that the Mexican tourist visa was issued

in Nuevo Laredo and not Tampa; and it reported that he

stayed at the Cuban Embassy. 67/ Based on these inaccurecies,

r-f-l

the 1 concluded that "the source patently

was exten51vely mlslnformed." 68/ Based on that observation,

TEA A9t

the 1 completely discounted the4cable

by the Deputy Chief of Station in Mex1co(C1tyj ﬁ’,ch 20,
- e
i l964,/that th éiex:.caﬁpollcegsource information "]lbed"
"
with what had earller been reported by the CIA's source. 69/
Presunably the dlscreoanc1es pointed out by the

RS

1 are meant to explain the fact chat the

.CIA did not take more‘eggressiVe investigative steps to
ascertain'whether there might'have been some connection
between Lopez and the assa381natlon. In that regard the

— F:- ‘ ] e
1977—§especﬁer~eenerai reoort explalns that the Agency T S

-had no other ‘means of lnvestlgatlng Lopez at hls dlsoosal
and had carrled the lead as far as 1t was able by "“ L
questlonlng a Cuban defector_about Lopez. While the fact - o

of the CIA's lack of access to further information about
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Lopez may well be the case, that fact does not explain either
the failure of the CIA to take.more seriously the suspicions
of the sources, or most importantly, to report whatever

information it had to the Warren Commission. In that
TF &

regard the attempts.zf'the }aepeetef—eenerat‘to denigrate

the value of. the 1nformatlon prov1ded on Lopez do not
eXo /5 ' S

_-damaa&sh the apparent negéeqenee of the Agency-gé serlously

pursueﬁg_the information as it was recelved. The Agency is
not to be faulted for the strength of its intelligence
gathering, but rather for the judgment which kept that
intelligence from the governmental body, the Warren
Commission, which was mandated to pass on the strength of
exactly that klnd of 1nformatlon.

From the information collected by the FBI, there

| wsebla.

appear to be weli—empiedmed reasons both for Lopez's

desire to return to Cuba and his solicitation of the help of a

local FPCC chapter for that travel. His contacts in Florida

appear on their face to’ be 1nnocent =:d uuuHULLLLuul and not
in any way connected w1th the assa551natlon. Desplte the_
suggestlon bv tne Senate report of susplc1on in the faot

that Oswald "may" have been in touch w1th that same FPCC

Mo HICA Fwnel -

chapter,,no evidence &GPQ&*Q to suggest that Oswald was

A
actually in touch with the Tampa FPCC, or that Lopez was

connected in any way with Oswald or Dallas.
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Despite what is now known about Lopéz, the Warren
Commission may well»have wanted to lay to rest
suspicions which would remain about Lopez, and satisfy
~itself that these circumstances in no‘way indicate_foreign
involvement in the assassination. The CIA has contributed
to those suspicions by not airing the matter and explaining
circumstances which could shed light on otherwise,sinister
appearing evente.b o

| The Committee has documented instances where the.CIA_»

decided to forego passing information'to,the Warren Commission -
out of a desire to not lay bare extremely sensitive sources
and methods of intelligence. The(iiFIRE)bperation
certainiy falls within that category and as soon as the CIA
began receiving inforﬁation that(LIFIRE was the soﬁrce of
the information aboat Lopezfs travel, the cables and

mesSages reflected the desire to not reveal that method.

- It also seems plaus;ble that the FBI 11kew1se chose not to

,dlvulge what it had learned about Lopez because in dOLng

© so, it would have had to reveal the sen51t1ve CIA operatlon

" which generated the inltlal 1nformatlon on Lopez S travel to Cuba'5

on November 27.
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