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from CIA—controlled-documents.)

When he first came into prominence as a Cuban exile
1éader, Manuel Ray Rivero was.described as “softépoken and
unassﬁming", a person-of "highest intellect, sincerityAand
conviction" —-— in other words, a natural leader. In 1947,
the 23-year old Ra& was granted a scholarshib by the Cuban
Ministry of Public Works to study civil engineering at the
University of Utah.2 Ray was in the United States for two
yq&;s before returning to his native C@ba in 1949 and

obtaining various positions in the engineering field, one of

*

which was project manager for the construction of the
N

4

< T
VTS

RN

~
Havana Hilton Hotel. o
Reacting to the excesses of the milrtary raiec o1
* o - o ° e
Fulgencio Batista, Ray organized the Civic Resistance Movement &
in 1957 and bsgan supervising sabotage and acts of tarrorism v
4 :
against the government. His political posture and zctive -
£
resistance to Batista was recognized by Fidel Castro who, b
: : : ¥
upon assuming control of the government of Cuba, appsinted
Ray his Minister of Public Works in February 1959.  Within a Pl
. I
few months of his apvointment, Ray confided to two azti-Castro
. . - ‘ ,!
Cubans that he had recognized the symptoms oi Communism-in ;
the Castro regime but was not prepared to conspire a&rainst ’
) . 6
"1 Lider Maximo."
Pay's tenrure in Castvo's government was shovt-lived. e
' ) . . o : . o
was relieved of his officiel position an Novemdor 1029, Mo
e L o .
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definite reasoﬁo@dﬁAthzsnséﬁebanmathas been documented buu,

gccordlng to one source, Ray did not leave Castro because of
ideological or policy discrepancies but rather beéause of a
personaiity clashAwith Castro's Minister of Labor whé almost
shot'Ray.after a stbrmy Cabinet meeting.8 Anoﬁher theory
about his leaving washthat he opposed Castro's plan to deélare

Hubert Matos a traitor and execute the Cuban revolutionary

hero with.whom Ray had been associated.

<3 ‘ '

“ For whatever reason, Ray did continue to permit his name
to be associated with the Castro regimej_"O until May 1960
when he formed the Revolutionary Movement of the People (MRP}%

o :
The MRP wasjianti-Castro organization which believed that

the ideas and aims of the démbcratié left best suited the

needs and aspiratiohs of the Cuban people.12 It .did not wish.
to reinstate the 1940 Cuban Constitution, rather it favored
continuation of the laws passed by Castro at the beglnﬂlrg of
his reglme13 and advocated the regulatlon of private investment

and nationalization of all ut111t1es.l4 Associated with Ray

-in this underground organization were Raul Chibas, Ramon

Barquin, Rogelio CiSneros,ls Rufo Lopez Fresquet and Felipe

Pazos.l6

Organized'in each of Cuba's six provinces, the MRP was
17

‘considered the wmost important underground group- Working

. in tlghtLy organized célls, the leadershlp in _one prov1nce

was unaware of the identities of their counterparts in other

Classificalion:
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. . .18 C . .
in other prov1ﬁbe§ounis?h@mﬁ@&deﬁgagéﬂﬁdnmaamaa of sabotage
from ClA—controlled documents.)

and was supelied with explosives sent by_launches from the
Florida Kéys.19

Having waitedeuntil May, 1960 to .organize his reSistance
group, Ray»was criticized as being. suspiciously taroy to the
anti-Castro movmement.20 Chargés of ;Fidelism without Fidel"
were made against him and the MRP because of their leftiet
ideologies.21 Perhaps for ‘these feasone, Ray's background
was quesfioned‘by some in the Stafe Departrﬁent22 and the Miami
& . 23
CIA station” hen, in t%pesummer of 1960, he was{?elng re—

W B LA™ U
cruited by t e CIA 1n Cuba to becomefa member of the Frente

.Revoluc1onarlo Democratico (Fanhﬁg'n v for?ed anti- Castro

7th—-‘n i .
organlzatlon sponsored by theu @he,.Agena% conS;Ldered him
an important political assetz,5 and facilitated his ecdamiestime”
entrance into the United State526 on Novembexr 10, 1960..27

. Arsoagege A
Nevertheless, there was interrmat-ronidsed w1th1n the

US C;\'r*\(‘fv\ A \,._/\m

GiLA. about Ray s political compatlblllty Fﬂ United States

government policy. In aﬂ:::)ﬁemo for Record dated November 21,
1960, onelAgenc y Jofficer declared, " ... Ray did not politically
represent anythlng to cheex_ about. 28 A CIA officexr who met

privately with Ray in November, 1960.noted that his political

posture was "doubtful" as far as U. S. government acceptance

29 .
was concerned, and a further assessment portrayed Ray as soO

far "left in his thinking that he would be as dangerous to

. U.. S. interests asacaetré?

1 Classified by derivation: : :
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_investigators that he was aware of the £
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Some proﬂmneﬁlkewbdnmemﬁqxﬁsnmlso exoressed negative 4
opinions about Ray, among them Dr. Jose Miro Cardona, president p:
of the FRD. Miro opposed Ray because he considered his | ;
program too Marx1st3l and declared that Ray was bltterly ;;
s
anti-American as well as probably totalltarlan in his think- o

ing.32 Manuel Artime, head of the Movimento Recuperacion

paN

Revolucionaria (MRR), noted-that Ray's group was.bpposed to
bannlng the Communist Party and in favor of "natlonallzlng

=3
everythlng."33 Although aware of his controversial polltlcal

h CathiririnaN

philosophy, L:?___b ~EE-fr \.,uus...x_uucd tu‘GyLJ..vt:l_Y recrart Hin
_the. ERrp34—paranst~the White House and State Department pushed

for his inclusion.35

' ‘ <
Ray received full operational approval as a "political

asset"” on February 7, 196136 but resisted joining the newly

P T A S

. formed Cuban Revolutionary Council (CRC) just as he had

resisted inclusion into thefFRD.7 He -said he felt the members

of the CRC were too restrainedfand he did not want to become

a part of a situation in which. someone else was running the

/
show for the ex11e ﬁhree weeks before the Bay of

r_.._-.o"
ded to join the CRC as a show of

Plgs invasion,“Ray was persua
unity-38 .
In recalling the events of thi$ period, Ray told HSCA
act that certain in-—
flu antial and wealthy Americans, améég.thgyf@pﬁef:Ambassador

William Pawley, were opposed to him and that a lot of heavy

Ll . -
propaganda was %b§n icggAﬁﬁgteu seeusipa—him—ef beln a
s o -

39 i . | Classified by derivetion:

Communist.
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~ said, he was to have been allowed prior approval of any appoint-

organization but needed material and financial support.

broaden its base of financial support to include symoatheblc

LATISsSITICanon:
DRAFT — MANUELTRA¥oRIVERD be debd 367 fnaterial extracted

Page 5 from ClA—controlled documents.)

4

Ray w1thdrew from the CRC shortly after the Bay of PlgS
»invaSlOp. In a Miami news conference on May 28, 1961, he sald
the majof reason for the MRP break with the CRC was that the ' jfﬂ
Council had falled to live up to the written promlses given 'lgf
it in March, outlining conditions Ray had insisted upon before
joining the organization.40 The first condition had been that
the Council was to give first priority to the underground .
ff&hters in Cuba durlng the Bay of Pigs 1nva51on. Secondly,
Ray had insisted that anyone too closely associated with the

Batista reglme would not be used in the invasion. Also he

ment of invasion military 1eaders.41 Ray told the assembled

s

newsmen that hiS'progfam to ovorthrow Castro wés baséd on ‘g
maximum mobilization of the discontented people inside Cuba, ‘

and that he thought the leadershlp of this underground should i

come from Cubans who could prove they had access to such a 7

potential force. 42 | | g

-Ray sought CIA support for the MRP independent of the ;;

Council,43 claiming that the group had an effective underground
' ‘ 44

TR,

Rayv

5

felt the MRP had to be allowed to plan its own operations and

Lotin_American govg;ﬁments.45 He-\as totally opposed to anothexr

large JhV&Slo%:attemQt 46
J,J ).zi]i?d '\DJ{

Classified by c-*rwohon
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The Miami“@TWQ§EE%THHM?é¥6Hﬁ%ﬁﬁEd Ray be given an
1n1tlal $50,000 fox operatlonal expenses. 47 Reaction at

CIA headquarters was immediate: t/ithin 24 hours a Memo Sew

the Record was circulated, objecting to the Miami Q*ﬂhtenfs

- recommendation and claiming that Ray did not ever produce any

substantial military actions against castro.48 Ray was told

to submit a "proséectus" of his plans for the MRP and advised §

. thgs no . financial help would be forthcoming until such a plan .’ 4
was reviewed.49 ) £
§

Ray went to Puerto Rico about-July, 1961, where he
om the Governoxr

received sympathetic 'support for the MRP fr o
50

of that island, Luis‘MunOz Marin, who personally leed Ray -
While Ray was in Puerto'Rico, a member of the MRP underground

in Cuba reported. to the MRP Executive Council that he had been

tm—eomtact—with—the Cia—and-was told by‘fﬁ@*ﬁgeﬁcy that no

material resources would be’ avallable for the group until

EL Charging

théjﬁi% with repeated interference in the affairs of the MRP,

Ray resigned so that there wouldn't be any obstacle to the

group's cohesion.>?2"

In October, 1961, the Puerto Rican Planning. Boaxd an-—

nounced that Ray had accepted a $12,000~a~year position as

consultant to that Boara.53 Althoughzthere wvas no evidence

that the Puerto Riéah.government was supportlng the MRP, Ray

' 4
was looked upon with groat favor by puerto Rican oEf1c1als 54

i e e ' .
W .|'-“'l7-".’ A v
AL N het A

!

Cinssiticaiio
and he endeavoroé ﬁgiréﬁgl{é FRe FRP Wit Cuoan exlles residing

Classified by derivation: '
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Ray's pléﬁhbgg”aéi éﬁ’ﬁﬁ%l&"NPcw” Lot time he quit

: from CIA—confrolled documents.) 29
his job in Puexto Rico and dropped out of sight. His in-

4
]
!
i
A

filtration plans were known throughout the Miami Cuban exile

. 78 :
community. Soon the story spread to Cuba where Castro ordered

a full-scale military alert and rounded up scores of éuspected
Ray supporters.
1 N After several days of bad weathexr and dodglng Cuban patrol

80
boats, Ray and his crew of seven, including a reporter—

: l«' 2
{ G .

_% photographer team from LIFE magaz:.ne,gl landed at the .
H 8 2 - .
J Anguilla Cays, 40 miles off the Cuban coast. _There‘Ray

intended to make a final Equipment'check and a final radio

transmission.

N mmniaiae

Because of their proximity to Cuba, the Anguilla Cays
- were heavily patrolled by Castro forces and by the British who
ﬁgﬁ owned them.84 The British discovered Ray and his group and

their cache of weapons and eyp1051ves, arrested them for illegal

N .

entry 1nto the Bahamas and toox them to Nassau.85 The minimal
fine of $14 was levied on eéach member of the group and each
was admonished to never tresspass agaim. |

Upon his release, Ray said that‘hé was as determined as
ever to infiltrate Cuba: "Fidel knoﬁs me,"” he said, "and he

A . 87
knows I'm coming?

Classifizd by derivation: _
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Compoundlsa&n&aﬁé(&om&h}mrws)the reyelation by the IBIL

S ¥
3
17
3
H

|

and U.S. Treasury that Rogello Cisneros had lllegally purchased
$50, 000 worth of arms for JURE from a Callfornla arms manu- _
facturer °% It also caused theaefx'conSLderable embarrassment

The Agency~deﬁied knoulsdgs‘uf tireporeherse—to Reverite.
officials and gécanse oﬁd;h. autonomous natura of yts—re%aétuh
: S‘(‘vww M‘QN e Q\ﬂav \,L
i ) shdp-with JURE, 61 not 'm;ﬂ(n any afi—pmn_t ’(‘QW

| wis B\

I q
1nvestlgat10n. Ray that—he

gt
- &3
€ wgpld,have to move. ‘all his operatlons out51de U. S. territory.

In order to shore up his waning credibility within the

Cuban exile community, Ray again tried to infiltrate Cuba in

T TN

Ve July, 1964 but, again, his boat developed motor trouble and
the plan was a.bo‘rted.,&4 ?he’failure this time led three
. : a3 e ,

exile groups to withdraw- from JURE.

N rm e

'All thHese eVéﬁtsvlfrom May through Julyy,rQSulted in a

{Hw;!
S _CIA decision ta stop flnanc1na Ray until he ceased all

< » ’ Jis6

aCthltleS from the U S malnland.-» 43%&4¥ﬁ§mg;anihorlzei/ﬂ
WL WA e ‘

final payment Qf—$45-ﬁeﬂ't0 the_grouo to faCletate the! move!

.
;o e " . . : _ 88-~956
< ’ therehy~“closing4the.BQka” on JURE. 7

NIRRT,

L ) _ : g9l -
Ray kept hIs-organization together until August, 1968

although. It was relatrvely ineffective. He personally main-

tained an interest in anti-Castro act1v1_1es. In 1969, he

;7"‘} PR AU S
LATISSIVICOTIT T,
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called togethera congress of Cuban exiles to creéte a new.

organization. As 1ate as 1972, he was actlvely engaged in

the formulation of the People's Revolutlonary party,- hoping

to reinvigorate the anti-Castro movement,
100

%1 Lut it, too, failed

to make an impact.

Ray still resides in Puerto Rico and heads his own’
. : 101 )
engineering consulting firm in San Juan.
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L

Give Us This Day by E. Howard Hunt, Popular Library
Edition, p. 91 _

HSCA-£605990, p=2, FBI Correlatlon Study, Manolo Ray,
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| L
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£

CIA/BROp=Ray-Volumsabst, Ccable to Director from MASH, 11/17/60
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V
Give Us This Day by E. Howard Hunt, popular Library
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Forays, by Tad Szulc ‘
Ibld
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