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November. Headquarters ;'xote‘d't.‘xe:-i-ntcnt to use him as a utility
. agent in order to "(a) organize and conduct a surveillance te:';m; (b)
intercept packages; (c) blow up bridges; and (d) execute other assign-
ments requiring positive action. His utilization is not to be restricted
to Leopoldville. Indeed, he may.be subject to call by other African .
~'stations although it is expected for him to be resident in Leopqldville. ™
WIROGUE arrived in Leo}»oldville on 2 December 1950, His case

officer gave him the following instructions: {a) to build‘cover possihly

——

i

t

. . . .1
by opening al o% ] shop; and (b) to try to spot persons for a i
. {

{

surveillance team, intelligence assets and paramilitary assets. .

Shortly after arrival, WIROGUE ran into (3.1 WIN, who later told the

; station that WIROGUE looked like an inteli_igence agent. In attempting’
to recruit QJWIN for his "ex’ecutio:\ squad", WIROGUE exceeded his

i . instructions to avoid making approaches without checking with
Leopoldville Statinn. . X i :

!  In January 1961, at the request of the Leopoldville Station,

oo emme s ety
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WIROGUE was given permission to take flying lessons. By March,

he had obtained the position of L L* j

with { o% j in that capacity he was used by CIA for the
purpose of gathering intelligence on L l\k 3 By

April, theE lﬁ‘j were trying to use him to obtain arms and
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instructors ia Western Europe. Al'uo. H‘c’was then teaching the

C 2\9‘ J He departed Leopoldville in July beca\.nse

he bad run into difficulty obtaining a residence Permit, and his CIA

contract was terminated in Se.ptcmber 1961,

Africa Division believes that WIROGUE was rccruit;d for his
Congo iaslgnment because of his thicd country natiox.tal background
in order to establish a support mechanism in Leopoldville. At the
. time the Congo was .in chaos, we lud few agsets there. and the

T . likelihood existed that the political situation would degenerato -
quickly. Tbe Station possibly also wa.nted to have a latent paramiutary
capAbility. An October 1964 2 asseument of WIROGUE indicates little
flap potential with him since be knew little about the Agency. He apent

most of his time trymg to develop contacts and was not directly involved

in any particular operation,
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-an e:dshng cryptouym. ZRR!FLE. At the request of the case oflicer .
(thc same omcer providmg this information in 1967), a clandesﬁne :

“ " ‘MLQD-‘ ; .
( . TN eeceeg (
Swe waaa
QIWIN ,

According to statements by a senior CIA officer in 1967, made

to the Inspector General, the Agency was instructed to develop a

Termed an "executive action

‘capability to coaduct assassinations. ' .

et a

capability, * s\u:b a project was iaitiated in 1961, apparently ‘assuming

St s emrrn

PRI —

asset in I-.\u-opo. QJW!N. was to be used in the project. The tase
officer understood that QIWIN had been considered in 1960 for use
in the assassination of Patrice Lumumba, but that the proposed

operation was never carricd out becapse the i!c_signatcd CIA case

" officer declined the assignment.

'.l‘he -case ofticer in charge of ZRRIFLE also was involved in an

operation to asaassinate Fidel Castro, running from early 1962 to

-

mid-1963. However, QiWIN was not used in this effort, reliance

being‘placed instead on a Cuban exile leader. QIJWIN was never

briefed on the Castro operation, according to tﬁe.otﬁcer handling
ZRRIFLE and the Castro operation.
Records do show that QJWIN was dispatched to the Congo in

1960, being there in November and December 1960, prior to the

®
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-death of Lumumba at the hands ‘'of ho-lgolese. However. there is no
evidence to suggest that QJWIN was in any way iavolved in Lumumba's

demise. The case officer who was the-source of the information of

._the' contemplated use of QIWIN in such an activity understood that he -

e .

was never used in this manner. The following information reviews

exiating knowledge beyond that summarized above.

A3 Ochober 1960 dispatch from’ Btransmits notes to

headqurters from one of the two ofticers who subsequently met

Q!WIN in !.mxembourg. The notes list the names of pohce otficials

and crlminal elements and allude to the posabxlihes of finding safe-

-’
K

euckera Aand document-suppliers. i o
QJWIN was met in Luxembourg on l§ and 20 O#tober 1960 by
_two Agcncy ottxcers and was asked if he would undertake a trip to

Afr!ca. presumably Dakar. (The appropnate dispatch, dated

2 Noyembgr 1960, lists only Luxembourg and Q as addrcssees,)

-

o He was not given the true objective of his mission because of its

. extr_ein'é sensitivity and pend.ing a final decision to use him. Instead,

he wag told that the Soviets were operating in Africa among national\ty

groups, specificany Corsicans, and he was being asked to spot, .
assess, and recommend some dependable, quick-witted persons for
our use. He agreed to go on the trip. On 2 November QI'WIN was
met in l-‘ra.nkfurt by an Agency officer, and he accepted an offer to
- |
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procced to Leopoldville. (PFesumably the idea for sending him
there originated at headquarters because someone must have
. Conll;l‘e;-ed him qualified to handie a potential operation there.) The
preéls:e ﬁua;ion was not conveyed to QIJWIN, and he was only informed
. rthat the mission might involve a large elemei\t of personal risk. We
ioos 3

: _j do not lmow nnd at ptesent are unable to determine what the assignment

ot was. Subaequent cable tta!ﬁc discnsses a:rangementl for QJ“'IN togo

o ._nm to Lcopoldvil.le and then to xmm-

e 8 December QIJWIN was in Leopoldville wbere he cultivated

: :*. clou peraonal relauonahip with a Yugoslav Air Force pilot. There

g ) Iouow auggestions in cable trafﬁc on what approach QJWIN should use

to recrult him. However, a special channel FI/D cable of 14 December

i ,A rates this target as margmal when considereg! agaxnst the framework of
plans for QJWIN and instructs him to desist if action has not already

" v been taken. The first paragraph of this cable states that we “would

| 'ﬂké ?-eatéi;t QIWIN to activity directly pertincnt his mission

Leopoldville or forthcoming mission Dakar and possibly elsewhere
(e. 8., Milan) for F1/D purposes. He our only asset of this type and
we wish keep him clean of any operational involvement other than tlhat

originally planned for him.'" This cable would tend to rule out

o w4y

fnvolvement in an assassinatioa plot, since it is highly unlikely that
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an individual picked for such a scnsitive and dangerous assignment

would be burdened with other chores or assignments immediately
Bereatter. . .

Lumumba was still alivg, alb;it under arrest, as of the middle
of January 1961, and it seems clear that QJWIN had left the Cor;do
inA Deéemb’ér 1960.. A 19 December cable to Leopoldvxlle authorizes

o hia returnh Luxembourg on Zl December and mstructs Luxembourg
; ﬁo pay him 1000 dollars ;‘or Decembet salary. \vhich is the final
paymeat {Ot his services on this operation. Also. headquarter- was
workmg out the details of a Congo aas(gnment. An ll January 1961
headqu.arters memorandum, which refers to T/A's dated 21 December
1960, statcs that the refecrenced amounts were vgiven to QIWIN by the
Chief-of Station, I;\Lxembourg. This suggests that Q..TWIN was in

Luxembourg on or before 21 December.

Subseq,uently. it appears that QJWIN ope;'ated in Europe trying

B eo spot and assess individuals whom the Agency could use in safe-
cracking operations, in line with one of the principal missions of
FI/D. A 24 May 1962 cable to Luxembourg mentions that a decision
was fnade to kecp him in Europe and that the Leopoidville assignment

l\ad been cancelled. A transfer to Badcn-Badcn is deemed a good

- ‘choice. Also, a 24 April 1964 disptach trom Luxembourg, which
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,mentions the termination of QJWIN's contfact, refers to the fact

that l;is only assignment since January 1962 has been to establish
. cover, o
= - Agency officers who were.ha.ndling QIWIN in Europe wete alrr;ost
cérta‘ihly unaware of the fact that he was being considered as an asset

by the senior Agency otﬁcial who had begun to becoma active in
An undatcd

il"ebruary 1962 ln the asmsmaﬁon plot agamst Castro.
' tEYES ONLY) memoraadm from the Deputy Director (Pla.ns) reten

'-‘to a 19 ‘February 1962 memorandum and anthonzes the retention of

* Fea

the services of QJWIN ln activxties which we have ndentx.ﬁed as

coincidential with the assassuntion plot against Caatro. The date of

the reference memorandum coincides with the time that the senior

Agency official becax_ne ;:th:ely involved' in this enterprise. A

~ memorandum of 27 June 1963 dealing with the further handling of
! QJWIN mentions that this enterprise has been terminated, except

for one precautionary "life line."

In summéry. it is almost certain that QIWIN had nothing at all

to do with the assassination of Lumumba, even though the contents and

language of available files are often cryptic and imprecise. If he had

been, it is highly unlikely that the number of Agency officers handling

and contemplating assignments for him would have been so large. The
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headquarters division for who!r.:\i hE “Cc.);%:e{d was concerned; inter
, al!;a, with obtaining foreiga clp‘?\er and code books, and it is reasonable

to 'c~onc1ude that QJ WIN's.prima.ry and exclusive responsibility was to

Qnd individuals who could do this kind of job. One of the officers who
- h':-'é't n-\et QJWIN in Luxembourg Lvas on a trip overséas %o find safe- .’
.;:r'a;_c_kets and docuxnent:-stlnppl.iersl. - The 14 December 1960 cablo :

'znj;l’ti‘&;;keepi_nvg him clean and using him in Dakar and possibly Milan,

wlﬂch was speéificany mentioned in the 13 October dispatch as offering

good possibilities for finding safecrackers and document-guppliers.
!‘.u-x'thei. good tradecraft practices would dictate that the last thing
. that would keep an individual clean would be involvement in an

__;1' : " ~*  assassination plot. Although the Chief 6f F1I/D coinc'identally was

later assigned responsibility for the ¢astro operation, there is
. iq;_gyidenc? to suggest that he was privyto assassination plots prior
oiiiig briefing in late 1961.. . N
While QIWIN was considered for use in the "executive action
capability", there is no information available to suggest that he had
. ever been approached in this regard, much less used in any of the

planning. ,
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Based on available evidencé ﬁ scems clear that the Agency

was in no way involved in the assassination of Lumumba., However,
in the course of our rescarch, two aspects of the Lumumba story

surfaced that indicate Agency involvement in a plot. "In the one.

— - — —+ ©

{nstance, our 1967 source mentioned the name of an Agency officer

_who was designated as the case officer for an assassination plot

against Lumumba, but reported that he had declined the assxgnment.
"A__’rhat officer was the ongmtor of a 19 December 1960 cable to
Leopoldvxlle in which he autborized the retuxn of QJ'WIN to
Luxembourg on 2! Decembar to await t’urther instructions and the
: paymem of 1000 dollara t;: him for his December salary by the
‘ Luxembourg Station. The last paragraph of the cable advises
Leopol;ville ~that headquarters is mrﬁng out the details of a Congo

assignment for QIWIN, The same officer was the originator of a

31 January 1961 memorandmn dealmg with payments to QJ\VIN.

In the second inatance. :a l? December 1960 cable from

Leopoldville deals with the aéiivitiea of a newly recruited agent,

WIROGUE, whose mission was to try to spot persons for a’
surveillance team, intelligence assets (with emphasis on Orientale
.. Province), and paramilitary assets. The sccond paragraph of the
cable mentions that he resided in the samc.hotel as QIWIN (although
5 B neither knew of the others CIA connect.x.on) ;nd that he approached
ry e

1

Q.‘F ~N e
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. . . the latter on 14 December witl't ; o‘[fcr of 300 douars per month to
i /

participate in an intelligence nct and to be a member of an “execution
‘ ) 8quac-l. * When QJWIN said that he was not interested, WIROGUE
f SR addegl that there tvould be _bonu;es for special jobs. The cable
- me-n.ti'ene-d in paragraph 6 that the Station was concerned with the free L .

- _ wheelmg of WIROGUB. his lack of secunty. his inability to handle

- ) _ﬁnances, a.nd his unwﬂhngness to follow instruchons. The Station

[EOPR
'

‘ _ waa‘w:lling to keep !nm on probanon. but believed his-recall would

best‘ solnﬁon.l ) A suggested alterna.txve was to put him in

{Sunleyv:lle to try to obtainvinmxedxate intelligence on that area.

.In an attempt to reconstruct events. Afru:a Division was apprised :

! . of the above and was asked to search its records in an attempt to

) clarify what WIROGUE was up to in the Congo and his reference to an

“execution squad.” The research did not clarify the matter to any : '

great extent, a.lthough some assumptxons can be made on the basis of

Bt .

circumstantxal evidence. On 19 September 1960 two members of

Atrica Division met with WIROGUE to discuss an operational assign-
ment in that division. In connection with the assignment, he w.as to
be trained in demolitions, small arms, and.medieal immunization.
In October 1960, a cable to Leopoldville stated that he was being

i prepared for a deep cover assignment to arrive Lcopoldville late
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' November. Headquarters: 'xbted thrintent to use him as a uhlxty
agent in order to "(a) organize and conduct a surveillance team; (b)
intercept packages; (c) blow up bridges; and {d) execute other assign-
: \
ments requiring positive action. His utilization is not to be "restrict‘ed

to Leopoldvilie. Indeed, he may be subject to call by other African .

:iigaﬁons alt'hgdgh it is expected for him to be resident in Leopgldville. "

e s s b o
i

WIROGUE arnved in Leo;»oldville on 2 December l960. ‘His case
" otficer gave hixn t.ho followmg mstructions' {a) to build cover possihly

by opening aghotograplnc shop. and (b) to try to spot petsons !'or a

anrvexnance team. i.ntelligence assets and paramihtary assets. ,

Shortly after arrival, WIROGUE ran into (3.1’ WIN, who later told the
station that WIROGUE looked like an inteli_.igence agent. In attempting
to recruit QJWIN for his "ex.ecution sq;xad". WIROGUE exceeded his
instructions to avoid making appmaches without checking with
Leopoldvxne Statmn. R . . 4_ . - i
! In Janua.ry 196 l, at the requesi of the Leopoldville Station, . ‘

WIROGUE was given permission to take flying lessons. By March,
he had obtained the position of %dyise;.:,to the Congolm

with in that capacity he was used by CIA for the
purpose of gathering intelligence cn‘\ e CongoleqséwAir Force, By

ey

S April, the \vg;e trying to use him to obtain arms and
A -
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in;tructors in Western Europe. AIac::, ﬁ'c was then teaching the
He departed Leopoldville in July because
he had run into difficulty obtaining a residence permit, and his CIA
contract was terminated in St;.ptcmber 1961.
Africa .Division believes that WIROGUE was rccruit;d for his
Congo 'assign.ment.beca'\ue of his third country natior}al background
in order to establish a support mechanism in Leopoldville. At the
o _time the Congo was in chaos, we had few assets there, and the
- o o likelihbod existed tha't.'t-he political situation would degener;te 4
; | quickly. The Station pouibly also wanted to have a latent paramilitaxy
- : , capalnhty. An October 1964 asseument of WIROGUE indicates little
flap potential with him since he knew little about the Agency. He spent

most of his time trying to develop contacts and was not directly involved

in any particular operation.
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