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SUBJECT. Gatrlsoa and the ‘Kennedy Anannnlnatlon.‘ .
Willlam Clarons’ wOOD JIr., allac h’lllhm BOXLEY. )

ZOI-8$4172

Re(eteaco. CIIR&A Momorndum No. 2, Subject, Garrleon
and the Keanedy Auauinaﬂon. 3 Jume 1968, ;»aragra-»h £9c '

A. Sumimary

_Witliaia Clareas WOOD Jr. was employed by ClA ag a contract
instructor in clandestine eperations from March 1951 when he arzived
in Saipan, until March'1952, when he had a norvous breakdown resulting
{rom 1amily problems and alcoholisin. Sent back to Headquarters,
‘ Ne.scrved as an tnotructor In OTR iro:n May 1952 to January 1953,
when his rest&nau.on was requested, agala becauae oi neavy drinking,
During or befers July 1968 Garrlson, who know that' WOCOD had beon a.
CIA employee, bired:hira as an investigator assigned to Garrison's
“investigation' ol the inennedy assasaination. In December 1968, however,
Ga"rriaon s ofiice announced that WCIOD had bean fired because {t had been
e nacexullned that he was then active as a CIA ‘oporative”. Later in
Dece.nbu WOOD madé two telephono calls to kis lormer chiet in Saipan,

‘requesting contact and instructions. The case {8 bolnjg reforred to tahe FBI.

B. Summary of Earlicr Events

1. Willlam Clarens WOOD Jr., born 17 August i 920 in Shreveport,
louisiana, was approved in Nuvember 1744 for overseas employment
by OSS in an‘assignment as a newapaperman {(srinting chiel in a Contral
Pacix‘l‘c operation)., This ap roval was withidrawn on 23 Cecember 1944,
however, because Of non-concurrence by DG/AAF. Ha wan then assigued
to corabatl inlantry duty in the Soutbwest Paclfic; he was not used by OSS.
In Fabruary 1949 he visited the Honolulu Offfce o 085 and claimed that

RO
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‘he had beed recru&ud by oss uhlle We was allemﬂn» lnlautry ‘8¢ xool
at Fort nennlng in October 1944, He otated that hp saciices were to . oL
‘have'’ becn uaed o url;lnato and’ conducl tndto srograms in the’ (.Bl A )
jhoater. thal he had been tnveau,,atod 2y Duan sad Bradﬂrwt. ‘and: that
the cwno of a long dutanco wla‘»hou call ‘to the 088 Peraoaael . . :
X a L L PY 'uromont Oitice he had besn told that O.\S ‘could not use him at that - :
- N O . - thne bat that ha should Keej 44 loach, Tre taterviewing officor-ia S
‘ Ly Honolulu co.n:rentcd in Na Fenart to &!ecutlly Viftcer, (9123 Heudquarteu.
“that the D\ummad Bradatroet leak shoild be noted and that WCOD ™ o
cctulnly knew S0re about OLE than any ower potcuucl recruh whom the .
lntervicwet had evor seen. '

44444

2. Oniu Dcce-nbor l9 0 Suo)ccc wan glvena Covert Socurity - : .
Clearspco Jor use as a staif agent and wag asalgnod tofaipan as Chief . ;
- fastructor of Clandestlng O eratlons. He arrived at his post in March '
1921, and two :nontha leter bie dependents wero dscued travel cloarances
to join hizn. - In March i952:he sulfersd & msrvous braakdown and was P
returned to Agency Headquarters for medical olsaervation. The :nedical ;
cencluston was that the broakdown had racuued from, la*uﬂy troudles and .
overindul jance In 3lcahol. In May 1932 VOOD wao assigned to OTR '
a0 an instructor in the- o,wrauons Course. In October 1942 Mo status b
wa® converted to that of a staif employee. and he was aeni,,md to OTR . or ’ |

a8 a8 Go-11 inatructor.

3. ln December 1952 an Agency. guard {ound wOOD lylng ona
¢idewalk nsar Ternporary Fye Duildiag. He wan bleeding from the
mouth. There was no vvidence of foul slay. At bis own reoquest he was
taken to Emorgency Hosrital, In Januarr 1953 he falled to report for
duty. .Agency roprascmuvue went to blg residence, the Lafayette Hotel,
i aund (oond dm vader the' indludace ol alcohol. e was requested to report

. for duty the next day, but.the totel doctor bad Mm remnoved to Gallinger
Hosyltal Secause of continued letoxication. bdubject’s resignation was
Teguested oan 19 Jaiaary 1953 and bocame eifoctive 27 January i953.

| ISR el R July 1953 5@;0:1 toleohoned the fecarity Oflice from ;
5 L‘allaa. Texas. He sald that he would undargo brain surgery on i3 July .
R “at Baylor Hoepital, Dallas. e ashed ihat an Agency representative

be nregent. Arrangements were made to onsure that anything WOOD

sald under anaesthesia would 1emaln contfdontial. WOOD was given

sodium pemothol bt mo surzery (excepnt a spinal tap) was nerformed,

in 418 hoapital rooun, to which be had >een returned {ro:n the operatiag

room, WOOD sald that he-had gerved ovorseas with the CIA and had
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‘soon mnny peonle kulod. mThe CU\ are a bx.nch of dirty: cut-mroem, _

and I wonlﬂn t bea hn Bur,anaed it they sent ene of their nea to cut .
. mine. They thiek- tha.y are viart, hut one of thuo dayo ‘in the near
o future I will ahew their who' is the su:artest, They have. cbcut 4997

- GS-14'8 welkihg arouad. with’ thojr heads ‘shapod like 020 . % . . 1have

bgen & {nﬂurc bt a[tar 1 et well I'amy golng 5 5o back to echoal. and -

~ got Ly doguo and ﬂy,ht tho uA un.h overy!hlng lha! lean.”

’:. ¥ report of 30 A,.n-u !957 iton: the. P‘Bl omca in Dallas, Totaa. o

noted that * ubjact had telenhonad’ fron Mldlmd Toxaa. to a Chinese

' intelligence oiﬂcer i Formoaa. ¥ CCD ‘said that ho aad. formerly ‘beén
,a.rp!oyvd by-the CIA. He offered to. help” ‘the officer "with things 1 know",
' He then ‘.olephoacd Lubbock, Texas, end spote to a peroon believed to

e his wifa, Ho told her that he had spoken with Chlang Kal-Chek's chief
of intollizonce-and that “if this thlng goes through’ ', she and the baby
would receivo from: $700 to; $1000 a n.cath,

6, In Fobmry l*)b'l the Damestic Contact Servics in Dallas
requested clearance to wsd Sabject and roported thot he had net had a
driak in nine and a hall years. On 3 Marzh 1947 derojatory FBI informa-
tion and the latormation that WQOD was again drinidug heavily were
forwarded to the DC.‘J. wilch then dropped hiouas o potontial scurce,

Y., Cn 18 January 1958 Ron OSTROV of the Loe Angelns Tio:6s
callod the A/ECY and rc!a.ycd a Los Anzales query about s formor CIA
agent, ¥ illiam BOXLXY, who was ao luvestizator for Jhn Garrison, -
The A/DCI replled, "no cowrnent, "

8. In Apwil 1943 Paul ROTHERME L, zecurity officer for Hunt
M1 Comnypany, Toxas, sald that ha had boen visited by a Bill WOOD who
was conducting lavestigations in Dallas for Jim Garrloon under the alias
of Bill BOXLEY, YV OOD was miaking laquiries aboot the CIA and ita

-operations. It was furthor reported that % CUD was well kaowa in

Ficuston aad that his comecfiigm with Garrison was av secrat,

9. OCn 12 July 1965 the Now York Tixnes (p. C3%) earried sa article
beadlined "Garriscn Clnu'r s Forelyn Sry LiakY, Thae article includes
the fellowiag:

*Cvar the tcie.j-.’noiw, ‘M., Garrison also iatroduczad an
investigator for his ofiice, Dill Doxley, as a former
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a;é{u:y but uﬂl cared sbout*the Clsited € mua. .

e "Mr. Bexle) thén satd- Mo—nu same was hlmam C. !

’ ~Wood. !w was jorty~-eight’ yearc old, o—i;imlly {rom Texas;

" he had worked 15 years as'a nowsyaser reporter ~- last-

on’ The Deaver oot from 1943 to va. e had been with the
lntomgeace agency two- ‘to idve years im the 1950's overseas
and in Eamngton and aad ‘uesd ds ~aay as 10 diiferent
nares in operations with lhe agency’.”

10_. The basic '!a.cla about WOOD were orovided to the £BIby
CSC1 316/92723-63 of 15 July 1948, Ac8deaal celevant infor:aatien
was ragueated. Tue Buréau replied om i3 July 1968 that the "Berkeley
Bard", publiaded by the Uudergrmmd ~reas' Syndicate, had gtated In
{ta tasue of 29 December 1957 -« 4 Janaary 1268 that Bill BOXLEY,
an investizator for Garriaon. had veriiteda \xa-ia ,.:lot to kill Garrison.

1l. Tho New Orleans Times-Plcayuse 2f m Dacember 1960
carried the following:

“The oiflce of Orleans Parish [iatrict Attorney Jhn
Garrison Moaday-announced the remeoeval of a raember of
the ataif investigating the assassinatica of President John
¥, Kamdy because of alleged lavolvement with the CIA.

* '"William Boxlay was lized after evidence recently
© developed by the [Astrict Attorney's staif indicated current
activity by hivs as an operative of the Ceniral Intelligence
Ayency,' the oiilce sald,

“3axley’s initial service with the CIA was in Washington,
D. C.; where he served for years as an active agent {or 'what
‘was. then termod the Department of Covert Activity', according

to thae ofdce.

'The oiflce said (ederal latellizgeace eiiorts to {ateriere
with the investization into President Kemnedy's asoassination
have been-occurring since the Leginming of the inquiry’.

A
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uciuded ihe following btera:

: - sald, he was an opcrwvo of tho wnual. lntomgcnco
. 'Agency -

1

\

l
12. Tre Now Orlom Tlnes- - Ncayuny of 12 Uscembder 1968

‘Garrloon also’ camren&ed ot \ﬂulam Baxley. . B
an’ hveadgntor he fired on ~opday bedaue. Garrisca '

' 'Ha waé not caly a CIA ageat,' cald the DA, 'lbnl

. ho wao one oo & very ligh level'. Asxed what proof’hs ' -

olfice develoyed, Garrison sald it concerned matarial
that Boxley had put h‘:l‘wrltten form.
“Boxley, contacted ia Austin, Tox., told the
Tinags-Plcayuns on ¥Wednesday that ho has not been
invelved with tue CIA or aay fadn'tal agency sinca 1952.

“He said he belleved Cuarrim ‘hae beon genwiacly
mioled’ abon& h!s ClA lnvolnmcnt. adding: ‘la:n sare
he bolloves: as stroagly in this (ids alleged CIA invrolvemaent)
a8 ho once beliaved in mo.” Boxley sald he would cooperate
complotely with Garrison's offica ia returning to it rratcxiai
he atill »as 1a hia )ocscaaion.

Baxlsy 8814 the only ‘written matorm be aver provided
Garrison’'s ofiico was a des:rl,;don of how varisus tntolugcnco
agencles operate,

Boxloy said ha was 'really sad' over his flring by
Garrisan, but added that he delieved no one could conviace
Garrison that he was not an agont of the CIA.. "

C. Current Develosmesnts

!3. On 27 Deceinber 1968 Dr. Stepben Aldzich of DD/S and '1'

-informed the Office of Security thst at 1600 houre on 27 Deconbar be
rad received a telophone call {rom Sudject, who had been his subordinate
in Solpan. CI/it%A called Dr. Aldrich, who suppliad the [ellowing
additional iniormation:
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a. W O\JD sald that ke was caulng i{ro:n a pay
-,ahone ina .cau ltoebuck storé in. Lauas. He ,)rovuhd
‘2 hone’teleshone nu:iber, which we have not beei able -
t0 veruy. ud hc belhvos umt thlo telechone is- bnggcd.

b. \*Q\.D had [ound (he tolcahono mnr.ber of .
Dr. Aldrich in the dlractory. iiis only previoua call was
. .. -made {n 1966, whon be requested a recosnmiendation for
ceen o o .8 pewspajpor job tor. which he was apply‘lng. Dr. Aldrich
' - rolornd hL-n to ?ereoml. R -

"¢, Subject told Dz. Aldrich on 27 Décernver that -
he bad intermation which he urgcntly wanted to comniunicate

to CIA. He sounded upset.

“lea. C/CI/R&A adviaed Dr. Aldrich that i Subject telaphoned
“ggeln, he should ha told that his call had been referred to the proper
‘suthorities. Becausé of the information rcoormd above, there was

a poosibility of provocatton.

© 13, lathe .xdd-anernooa o 28 Dece-nber 19€£3 Subject again

telephoned Dr. Aldrich from an unknown location. He aghked whether
- soineons would be in touch with Llin. Dr. Aldrich sald that Subject’s

information bad been relayed to those responsible and that he had w0
[ information about future contact. Subject said that be was not trying

to {nvolve Dr. Aldrich but that he did have information to relay. He

sounded loes frightensd than oa his presious call. He suggestod thag
whoever called or vieited hira should identi{y himsell by referring to
information held in commion {i.¢., to Satpan in 1951-1952). Out o a
-job, 'WOOD had recelved two oz three ofiers of employmaent but.was aot
sure of the identities of the prespective ems; rloyers and jeared
provacation, preaumably from Garrison's omce. Anparenﬂy he bdalloves
that the FB1 18 monitoring his howuc telephone.

16. It 18 our inteat to ask the Burcau to relay this information
to {ts office ia Dallas and to imstruct an FBI representative to call
upon Subjact and request clucidation, because such infermation
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Distridution:
Orig - DCI

- General Counsel
- A/DCE

- Office of Eacurity
- C/CL, DC/CY

+ Cl/R&A chrono
« DP Garriscon {le
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« Exocutive-Comptrollor

- RIV/Filos, 201-8342T2

Donovan E. Pratt
LC/CL/IR&A

]

1

1

l B

I - Pirector, Domestic Contact Service
i

i

1

i

a8 Subject may ﬁave.. 1! any, 1s within the Bureau's jnﬂodicﬂcﬁ
rather than that of this Agoancy. .




