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Here is the "short version."

Brett

In recent weeks, some members of the media and of the public have raised questions
about the resignation of former Associate Independent Counsel Miguel Rodriguez and this
Office’s investigation into the death of former Deputy White House Counsel Vincent W. Foster,
Jr. This Office’s investigation into Mr. Foster’s death has been, is being, and will continue to
be conducted in a thorough, aggressive, and professional manner. I have been personally
involved in all major decisions regarding the direction and scope of that investigation. Because
the investigation is continuing before a federal grand jury, I will not comment on its substance;
I can provide assurances, however, as to its continued thoroughness and professionalism.

FOIA # none (URTS 16371) Docld: 70105766 Page 12
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Here is a draft press statement. Alex Azar, Steve Kubiatowski, and John Bates have o, T
provided edits and comments. We all have serious doubts whether this kind of statement is a e L‘ Fodk
good idea. That is especially true of the fourth paragraph. Guee 0 b.

If you want a statement shorter than this draft statement, perhaps some variation of the
first and third paragraphs would be sufficient.

Brett

In recent weeks, some members of the media and of the public have raised questions
about the resignation of former Associate Independent Counsel Miguel Rodriguez and this
Office’s investigation into the death of former Deputy White House Counsel Vincent W. Foster,
Jr. Prior to offering his resignation to me in January, Mr. Rodriguez had been involved in this
Office’s investigation of Mr. Foster’s death.

In the wake of Mr. Rodriguez’s resignation, some have stated that this Office’s
investigation into Mr. Foster’s death has been thwarted by a senior member of my staff and that
the investigation is not being conducted in a thorough manner designed to elicit the truth. Mr.
Rodriguez made similar statements to me in offering his resignation in January. At that time, I
took his statements seriously and became personally and actively involved in investigating them.
In so doing, I was assisted by numerous members of my staff, including many seasoned
prosecutors and my Ethics Counsel, Professor Samuel Dash. After carefully reviewing and
investigating Mr. Rodriguez’s allegations, I found them to be without any merit whatsoever, as
did every member of my staff who reviewed the matter.

The investigation into Mr. Foster’s death has been, is being, and will continue to be
conducted in a thorough, aggressive, and professional manner. I am fully satisfied that no one
on my staff has thwarted or attempted to thwart the investigation of Mr. Foster’s death. I have
been personally involved in all major decisions regarding the direction and scope of that
investigation. Because the investigation is continuing before a federal grand jury, I will not
comment on its substance; I can provide assurances, however, as to its continued thoroughness
and professionalism.

During my review of Mr. Rodriguez’s allegations, I ultimately concluded not only that
his allegations were unfounded but that, in the course of the investigation into Mr. Foster’s death,
Mr. Rodriguez had not conducted himself with the professionalism I demand of myself and of
each member of my staff. I therefore accepted his offer to resign.

FOIA # none (URTS 16371) Docld: 70105766 Page 13
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PRESS RELEASE
April 25, 1985 Contact: Reed Ixrvine

202-364-4401
Joseph Farah
916-852-6300
James Davidson
410-576 - 0900 ~

REPORTS TO BE RELEASED CHALLENGE RULING OF SUICIDE IN DEATH OF
VINCENT W. FOSTER, JR.

Date: Thursday, April 27, 1995

Time: 11:00 a.m.

Place: International Club, 1800 K Street, NW (18th & K),
Waghington DC. Room C on B-1 Level

Representatives of three separate organizations will present two
reports that seriously challenge both the finding of suicide and
official claims of the circumatances in the death of former
deputy Whitc Housc Counscl Vincent W. Fogtcr, Jr.

Participanls will alsu be discussing Lhe resignation of Associate
Independent Counsel Miquel Rodriguez from the staff of Kenneth
Starr and apparent attempts by the Independent Counsel to stifle
Lthe grand jury probing Foster's death.

Jogseph karah, kxecutive Director of the Western Journalism
Center, a non-profit organization that supports investigative
journalism, will release "An Independent Report in re: The Death
of vincent Froster."

The report was compiled by two former New York City police
homicide forensic experts, both noted in their fields and having
more than 50 years combincd cxpcricnce investigating homicides.

Their stactliog couclusions were the result of a two-month
investigation, crime scene reconetruction project at Fort Marcy
Park and analysis ot relevant torensic work, including their own
laboralory analysis, conducted by one of the nation's pre-eminent
forensic scientists.

The two homicide experts will give a short presentation followed
by questions.

The experts will discuss, among othcr icoues: the movement of
Foater'a body to the park, the issue ot the disputed location of
the body's dlscovery, and the gun's positioning in Foster's hand.

The Western Journalism Center has supported an independent
investigation into the probe of Fosater's dcath, and has promoted

FOIA # none (URTS 16371) Docld: 70105766 Page 15
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the efforts of investigative journalist Christopher Ruddy, a
correspondent with the Pittshurgh Tribune-Review. Mr. Ruddy will
be available for questions.

Reed Trvine, Chairman of Accuracy in Media, a media watchdag
yroup, will iwsue his AIM Repurl, "The Tridl of Vinceut Foster."

The report is a culmination of more than a year's review of the
Fuster case, as well as a thorough analysis of the relevant
documents.

"The Trial of Vincent Foster," based on a hypothetical defense
lawyer similar to one found in the Simpson case, concludes that

the cvidcnce indicates Fostcr was thce victim of a homicide.

Mr. Irvine will also discuss his concerns regarding the
resignation of prosecutor Rodrigquez. He will also be available
tor questions.

Jamesg Dale Davidson, co-editor of the international financial
newslcttexr Stratcgic Inveotment, will dioccuoe his interest in the
case, and why he helieves the evidence does not support a suicide
conclusion. His organization has produced a 40-minute video,
"Unanawcrcd: Thce Death of Vincent Foster."

Davidson will discuss the serious implications of the resignation

of prosecutor Miquel Rodriguez from Mr. Starr's staff in mid-
March and the ongoing cover-up of the case.

FOIA # none (URTS 16371) Docld: 70105766 Page 16
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Ken, Mark, Bill, Hick:
Here is the "short version."

Brett

In recent weeks, some members of the media and of the public have raised questions
about the resignation of former Associate Independent Counsel Miguel Rodriguez and this
Office’s investigation into the death of former Deputy White House Counsel Vincent W. Foster,
Jr. This Office’s investigation into Mr. Foster’s death has been, is being, and will continue to
be conducted in a thorough, aggressive, and professional manner. I have been personally
involved in all major decisions regarding the direction and scope of that investigation. Because
the investigation is continuing before a federal grand jury, I will not comment on its substance:
I can provide assurances, however, as to its continued thoroughness and professionalism.

FOIA # none (URTS 16371) Docld: 70105766 Page 17
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Ken, Mark, Bill, Hick:

Here is a draft press statement. Alex Azar, Steve Kubiatowski, and John Bates have
provided edits and comments. We all have serious doubts whether this kind of statement is a
good idea. That is especially true of the fourth paragraph.

If you want a statement shorter than this draft statement, perhaps some variation of the
first and third paragraphs would be sufficient.

Brett

In recent weeks, some members of the media and of the public have raised questions
about the resignation of former Associate Independent Counsel Miguel Rodriguez and this
Office’s investigation into the death of former Deputy White House Counsel Vincent W. Foster,
Jr. Prior to offering his resignation to me in January, Mr. Rodriguez had been involved in this
Office’s investigation of Mr. Foster’s death.

In the wake of Mr. Rodriguez’s resignation, some have stated that this Office’s
investigation into Mr. Foster’s death has been thwarted by a senior member of my staff and that
the investigation is not being conducted in a thorough manner designed to elicit the truth. Mr.
Rodriguez made similar statements to me in offering his resignation in January. At that time, I
took his statements seriously and became personally and actively involved in investigating them.
In so doing, I was assisted by numerous members of my staff, including many seasoned
prosecutors and my Ethics Counsel, Professor Samuel Dash. After carefully reviewing and
investigating Mr. Rodriguez’s allegations, I found them to be without any merit whatsoever, as
did every member of my staff who reviewed the matter.

The investigation into Mr. Foster’s death has been, is being, and will continue to be
conducted in a thorough, aggressive, and professional manner. I am fully satisfied that no one
on my staff has thwarted or attempted to thwart the investigation of Mr. Foster’s death. I have
been personally involved in all major decisions regarding the direction and scope of that
investigation. Because the investigation is continuing before a federal grand jury, I will not
comment on its substance; I can provide assurances, however, as to its continued thoroughness
and professionalism.

During my review of Mr. Rodriguez’s allegations, I ultimately concluded not only that
his allegations were unfounded but that, in the course of the investigation into Mr. Foster’s death,
Mr. Rodriguez had not conducted himself with the professionalism I demand of myself and of
each member of my staff. I therefore accepted his offer to resign.

FOIA # none (URTS 16371) Docld: 70105766 Page 18
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PRESS RELEASE
April 25, 1995 Contact: Reed Irvine
202-364-4401
Joseph Farah
916-852-6300

James Davidson
410-576 0900

REPORTS TO BE RELEASED CHALLENGE RULING OF SUICIDE IN DEATH OF
VINCENT W. FOSTER, JR.

Date: Thursday, April 27, 1998

Time: 11:00 a.m.

Place: International Club, 1800 K Street, NW (18th & K),
Waghington DC. Room C on B-1 Leval

Representatives of three separate organizations will present two
reports that seriously challenge both the finding of suicide and
official claims of the circumstances in the death of former
dcputy Whitc Housc Counscl Vincent W. Fogter, Jr.

Participanls will alsv be discussing Lhe resignation of Associate
Independent Counsel Miquel Rodriguez from the staff of Kenneth
Starr and apparent attempts by the Independent Counsel to stifle
Lhe grand jury probing Foster's death.

Joseph karah, kxecutive Director of the Western Journalism
Center, a non-profit organization that supports investigative
journalism, will release "An Independent Report in re: The Death
of vincent roster."

The report was compiled by two former New York City police
homicide forensic experts, both noted in their fields and having
more than 50 years combincd cxpcricnce investigating homicides.

Their startling counclusions were the result of a two-month
investigation, crime scene reconstruction project at Fort Marcy
Park and analysis ot relevant torensic work, including their own
laboralory analysis, conducted by one of the nation's pre-eminent
forengic gcientists.

The two homicide experts will give a short presentation followed
by questions.

The experts will discuss, among othcr isoues: the movement of
Foater'a hody to the park, the issue ot the disputed location of
the body's dilscovery, and the gun's positioning in Foster's hand.

The Western Journalism Center has supported an independent
investigation into the probe of Foster's dcath, and has promoted

FOIA # none (URTS 16371) Docld: 70105766 Page 19
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the efforts of investigative journalist Christopher Ruddy, a
correspondent with the Pittshurgh Tribune-Review. Mr. Ruddy will
be available for questions.

Reed Trvine, Chairman of Accuracy in Media, a media watcahdog
group, will issue his AIM Repurl, "The Trial of Vincent Foster.®

The report is a culmination of more than a year's review of rhe
Fuster case, as well as a thorough analysis of the relevant
documents.

"The Trial of Vincent Foster," based on a hypothetical defense
lawyer similar to one found in the Simpson case, concludes that

the cvidcnce indicatcs Fostcer was thce victim of a homicide.

Mr. Irvine will also discuss his concerns regarding the
resignation of prosecutor Rodriguez. He will also be available
tor questions.

James Dale Davidson, co-editor of the international financial
newslctter Etratcgic Inveotment, will discuocs hio interest in the
case, and why he helieves the evidence does not support a suicide
conclusion. His organization has produced a 40-minute video,
"Unanawcred: Thce Death of Vincent Foster."

Davidson will discuss the serious implications of the resignation

of prosecutor Miquel Rodriguez from Mr. Starr's staff in mid-
March and the ongoing cover-up of the case.

FOIA # none (URTS 16371) Docld: 70105766 Page 20



Screened

Byv: David Paynter Date:
11-24-2009

April 25, 1995

on April 10, 1995, London Sunday Telegraph article by A.
Pritchard, included:

"The Pittsburgh Tribune Review reported this week that the
wghington part of the Whitewater/Foster investigation, under the
control of Democrat Mark Touhey, is seriously compromised. The
lead prosecutor, Miguel Rodriguez, resigned in March because the
federal grand jury was unable to call witnesses and issues®
subpoenas."

I talked with Pritchard this morning. On this subject (off
the record), I advised him that in the course of investigations
sometimes there are disagreements. Miguel submitted his
resignation in mid-JAN, effective March. Ewing was called in in
JAN to become involved. Needed someone "beyond reproach", where it
could not be said, no matter what the results, that something was
covered up.

Not accurate that the federal grand jury was unable to call
witnesses or issue@ subpoenas. Was never told that. In fact, I
have been in grand jury with a number of witnesses, including some
names he had mentioned earlier in conversation. [at that point he
had mentioned lots of names, including Marsha Scott, Braun, Rolla,
Gavin, Haupt, Orenstein, etc. I did not say what witnesses had

been before GJ,[Q;_nhigh_gngg_I]had talked with. I, in fact, had
been in GJ when were in there.])

FOIA(b)3 - Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, Grand Jury

FOIA # none (URTS 16371) Docld: 70105766 Page 21
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A Special Report on the Vincent Foster Case
Reprinted from Pitisburgh’s Tribune-Review

Thursday, April 6, 1995

A

P
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Prosecutor’s Resignation Comes
at Crucial Point in Foster Probe

By Clajstophier Ruddy
FOR THE TRIBUNE-REVIES

to a Washmgtan Iaw entorceme
souree close ta the probe.

The igvestigation had rcached a eriric
cal state by mid-March whan associdle

,}}udcpcndcnl counsel Miguc! Rodriguez

quit afrar he was siifled hy his superior
in his ellur®s Lo conduct 1 full prand juy
according o a source.
Rodriguez’s supenor is depuly indepen-
dent counsel Mark IL Tuohey III, who is
viewed by many in the Washington lagal
community as belnog abave reproach
professionally.

Rodriguaz’s deparire came art a cru-
clal juuclwe,

The source caid that by the time
Rodriguez left. or shortly thercafier.
Starr’s investigative tcam had pro-
grassed in several critical areas:

» Investigators bad received ngw photo-
raphic cvidepce of a “significant”
namre that was ant availabla tn inves-
dgators from tie US. Park Pulice aud
the office of Srtarr’e predacessor, for-
mer special counsel Robert Fiske.
Strong evidence had emerged that the
1913 Colt reyplvar found in Foster’s

hand—the alleged “suicide” weapon—
had been “

oI igators had develaped/a claar
L the body had been mioved
dad had focuced on the park’s rear

onuance,

O vy

Starr began using his Whitewater
grand jury in early January to invesU.
gale Foster's dcath wnicn occured on
July 20,1993.

Park police and Fiske conclnded

Focter committed suicide, Fiska further
con¢luded the body had notl been
moved and cleared officials of possible
obstruction i the iavestigation

Fiske had been criticized for not
including Foster's death in his grand
jury probe of the Whitawater affair.

The Surr {nvesigadon lias tuted up
discrapancies in the testimony of police

In 2 full grand jury process, a prosscu
tor has complete subpoena power to call
wiluessey, subpueug documents, and is
to seek out wrongdoing at all Javels

Typically. prosecutors “work Gelr way
Up” beginaing with the lowest officials.
Prosecutors are not suppased to exempr
individuals or graups of individuals,
such as police, from prosccution. accord
ing fa a legal expart,

REPUTATION

Rodriguce, an dssistant US. allomuey
from Sacramento, joined Starr’s staff
early last tall and haa been the [cad
prosccutor an the Foster case.

Rodriguez, who i in his mid-30's, has
approximartcly scven years experience
as a prosceutor and had gained a repu.
ration as a hard-nosed, diligent prosecu-
tor, cypecially on civil 1ighls cases, said
an FBJ agent in California familiar with
his wark.

“He's the perfect lawyer for a case
like this,” the agent said, suggesling that
If any cover-up existed, Rodrigucz's
erogs-examination ckille would be well
suited for ferreting out the truth.

The agent also described Rodriguez as
a ~guy with a conscience. He cotild
ncver play Fontius Pilate,

Rodriguez became critical of the

(

med
the

i
importa
sonrea sxid.

Rodrigucz xlso becaue Liustrated
because of delays in bringiag witnesees
hefare tae grand jury. He believed the
delays could allow park policc and other
officials ;0 adjust conflicting testimony.

. A recent poblished report stated that
by mid-March, after three months of
proceedings. about 2 dozen fire and res-
cue workers had been brought before
the gruni jury.

Reactiad ar hix Sacramento office,
Rudrig seg coulitmed he left the
Whitew:ter probe and returned 1a his
post with the U.S. Attormey's office on
March 20. He refused to explain his

d .

D

K
prosecyior. Deyond thar, I eannot com-
ment 02 any aspect of (he an-going
~ he sald tersely.

Rodr: guoz alsa declined to provide
hiagrar hical informarion on himselt,
such us s age oy gapericace as a gov-
crameq: prosecutor

‘luohcy confirmed Rodriguez’s resig-
nation, [>ut ¢aid he eouldn’t comment on
the reatons for the departure. He also
refused 10 comment on the noton that
Rodriguicz Icft because ho was not givea
tull grand jury powerc

Howuver, dnother person fawilia
with th¢. Starr invegtigation has categori-
cally demed the mtormation provided
the Tribunc-Review as (o the reasons

for Rodriguez's departure.
e absolutely not true,” ths person

said abjul Rodrigucz being denied the

right 1o call erucial witnesses.
q Touscuse, e sowree sald

abowt ¢lliegations witacsses wers baing
called tyo slowly.

Desp te the contradiclory statemcats
of peopla close lo 1he investrigation,
there ¢re indicaduns that a Jisapsce-
ment c.evelopsd between Rodriguez
and Thohev.

Acccrding to the law enforecment
source, Starr has grven wide authofiry 1o
his deputics with Tuohoy heading up the

investigation after he was deniced the

isagxcatmanauaagrea
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Washinglon phase and William S.
Diuffay JIr. in Arkansas. Starr has taken
greul pains w uot interfere ia their han-

- dling of the respactive parts of the inves-

tigation. the source said.

Tuohey is a highly respected former
faderal prosecutar, who also served dur.
ing the Carter administrauog as a spe-
cial counscl prosecuting former Rep.
Daniel Flood of Pennsylvania. He if cur-

_rently a partner at the Jaw firm ol Reed,

Smith, Shaw and MeClay whers he han-
dlas whire-enllar criminal matters. In
1993-1994, Lic was pyesidear of the

- Distriet of Columbia Bar Assaciation.

According 1o several friends and asso-
ciates, Tuohey is described as a conge-
izl fair, honest man.

Press accounts at the Ame of his sclec-
tion by Starr last Seprember noted that
Tuchey’s activiemn in Damncratic party
clrcles helped gnswer eriticisin that

_Starr, an active Republican, would be

unfair.

The Washington Post rcported that
Tuchey “ic close 1o some Chaton admin-
istration officials. including Assoclate
Attorney Geacral Jamic S. Gorelick,
and last year hosted a party far

Altorney General Janet Reno ad his '

‘Washmgton home.”

_SIGNIFICANT QUESTION MARK

Thomas Scorza, a farmer federal prose
ecutor In Chicdyo und u professus of
legal ethics at the University of Chicago,
said Rodriguez's resignation in the mid-
dle of grand jury proceedings could be
significant.

Scorza said that “i1's very unusual for
someone sbove the working proscoutor
(Rodriguez) Lo call the shats in the
iavesdgation.™ During his 10 yeurs us «
prosccutor in Chicago, he couldn't recall
an instance where the actyal prosecutor
wids Bmited fu his powers

Scorsa 2iso rermed serious the allega-

.tion that wilpesses were nat expedi-

tiously called before the grand jury.
*That’s how 2 practicing prosecutor
wants it done, ~ he said. “If you're queye
tioning scveral people about the same
thing, yon want ta gat lestimony betare
the grand jury quichkly. That's how you
[ind discrepancies and you discaver
something and the dominoes begla o

fall "

Scorza saig Wat {f he. a5 2 prosecutor,
faund that he had been limited in his
grand j owers, he wonld resign.

~1'd also go public with it,” be saitl

Reports of problems in the Starr
investigation surfaced in carly January
a3 park police ufficers were furst same
moned to teetfy.

A Jan. 12 slory by Thc Associated
Pyess reparted that lawyers for the park
pollce had abjected to Rodriguez's
=tough questioning™ of officers about
their probe of Foster's death.

Several o((icers were 1ipsef hacause
Rodriguez repeatedly read porjury
statutes to grand jury witncsses, accord-
g to press reports of the procecdings.

“He (Rodrigucz) was doing exactly
what he should be doing.™ Scorza said.
He basea his remarks on personal expe-
ricoces.

“The police always get upsel," Scarza
said of the prosecutar’s repeated Tead-
ing of the perjury stute.

He said it's necessary 30 witnesses
don't later clyim they dido't understand
the significance of their testimony or the
consequences ot lying Wader oath.

Asked about his methods, Rodriguez
gaid, “A law enforeement agent bas (o
be held accountable to the same law as
cveryoae clse. If they aren't, faith and
Lrust in 2 ceatral instituton in saclety i
destroyed.”

“Therc are some that say exposing
eneription among palice and otficials s
d bad thiug Lecauso it weakens public
confidenca. In the thort run, that may be
true. but in (he long term. it restores
peaple’s confideacs and trust,” he said.
PRESS REPORTS

January press reports about the grand
jury proceedings and Rodriguez's ban-
dling of it, secmed to cxacerbate the rift
between Rodriguc? and Thohey, the
source suggested.

The Associated Press r3port detailing
police anger over Rodriguez's question-
fup suid, “Rodrigucz’s boss, deputy
Whitowater proceculor Mark Tuohey,
acknowledged thare had beea problems,
though he declined 1o discuss them.”

The stary went on to quole Tuohay as
yuying Rodeiguee would continue askig

the questions in the prand jury probe.

According  the law ¢uforcamant
source, Rodriguez and several members
ol the statt were unhappy that ‘Tuohcy
Liad spcken W the press. They interprel-
cd bis rymarks as a viclation of a federal
mandale that grand jury procesdings
remain scerctive,

Scorza said he found Thohay's cam-
ments 10 be “odd,” even if they didn'(
dircetly rclate to We internal activities
of, the grand juiry.

“Any proscculur knows that when
asked zbout anything relating to a grand
jury proceeding, you ¢an only say. ‘I can-
not co.nment on pending grand jury
mauen, period,”™ Scorza said.

Tuoh:v said he was not commentiug
about the grand jury itself but on com-
plaints made antsida the courtroom by
attorneys £ur the police.

“I ro:iponded to The AP that ageces-
tor,” Tuulicy said.

Som: staff membars, including

Kodrijruez, bristled over gther press

sports that the Toster probe basically

had bees concluded, Some people were
concerned that political mancuveriug,

was diztating the outcoms of the pro-
ceedn s, acnarding to the source.

On (ae day meud jury proceadings In
the Foster case began in Jauuary, 3
Seripps-Howard wire story reporied
thul Feuueth Stase bad concluded
Fogter’e death was a suicide and was
preparing to close the case.

Recently, the Wall Strect Journal and
USA "loday reporied that despire the
preliminary aspects ol the graud jury
proccndings. Starr had coneluded the
rase Wik a Kicade.

Last moutly, the Tribune-Review
rapart:d o 2 similar occurrence in the
early ;itages of the Fiske investigation
into Foster’s death. For cxample, the
Wall itreet Journal raportad in April
1994 that Fiske had ruled the death a
sujcidi: and was SCT TO iSsue a reporL

Fisk 2 did issue a report several months
Jater, ut ducwgents relcased this year
demoactrate that the most basic ele.
ments ol the igvastigation had yet to be
compleled by the time the Wall Street
Jonmn:il repartad the case closed,

200[@
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A Special Report on the Vincent Foster Case
Reprinted from Pittsburgh’s Tribune-Review

Thursday, April 6, 1995

Prosecutor’s Resignation Comes
at Crucial Point in Foster Probe

By Cluistopher Ruddy
FOR THE TRIRUNE-REVIEW

WASHINGTON—The resignation of a
kcy prosccutor for independent counsel
Kenneth Starr challenges the integrity
ol 4 grand jury iuvestigation into the
death of Vincent W, Foster Jr., according
1o a Washington law enforcement
sourcc closc to the probe.

The investigation had reachad a criti-
cal state by mid-March when associale
independent counscl Miguel Rodriguez
quit after he was stifled hy his supcrior
in hiy effores to conduct a full grand jury
‘probe, according to a source.
Rodriguez’s supenor is deplily indepen-
dent counsel Mark IL Tuohey IIT, who is
viewed by many in the Washington legal
community as belng above reprodch
profcssionally.

Rodriguez’s departure came at a cru-
cial junctwe.

The source caid that by the time
Rodriguez left, or shortly thereafter.
Starr’s investigative tcam had pro-
gressed in several critical areas:

* Investigdlors had received new phorto-
graphic cvidcnce of a “significant”
natire that was not available to inves-
Ggators from tie US. Paik Pulice aud
the office of Starr’s predecessor, for-
mer special counsel Robert Fiske.

= Strong cvidence had emerged that the
1913 Colt revolver found in Foster’s
hand—the alleged “suicide” weapon—
had been “moved or switched.™

o Investigatars had develaped a clear
theory that the body had beeu moved
and had focused on the park’s rear
cntrance.

Starr began using his Whitewater
grand jury in early January to investi-
gale roster's dcath which occured on
July 20,1993.

Park police and Fiske cancluded

Foster committed suicide. Fiske further
concludced the body had not been
moved and cleared officials of possible
obstruction in the investigation.

Fiske had been criticized for not
including Fostcr's death in his grand
jury prohe of tha Whitewater affair.

The Starr investigatdon las (wued up
discrepancies in the testimoay of police
and rescue workers called before the
graad jury, according to scveral sources.

Despite significant developments in
the case, Rodriguez left because he
believed the grand jury process was
being thwarted by his superior, the ey
sourcc said.

In a full grand jury process, a prosacu
tor has complete subpoena power to call
wiluesses, subpoeua documents, and is
to seek out wrongdoing at all levels.

Typically. prosecutors “work their way
Up” beginning with the lowest officials
Prosecutors are not suppased 10 exempr
individuals or groups of individuals,
such as police, from prosecution, accord
ing to a legal expert.

REPUTATION

Rodrigucz, an assistant USS. allorucy
from Sacramento, joined Starr’s staff
early last tall and bad been the lcad
prosccutor on the Foster casc.

Rodriguez, who is in his mid-30's, has
approximarcly scven years experience
as a prosceutor and had gained a repu-
tation as a hard-nosed, diligent prosccu-
Lor, espedially on civil rights cases, said
an FBI agent in California familiar with
his work.

“He’s the perfect lawyer for a case
like this,” the agent said, suggesting that
If any cover-up existed, Rodriguce's
crose-examination skills would be well
suited for ferreting out the truth.

The agent also described Rodriguez as
a “guy with a conscience. He coula
ncver play Pontius Pilate.”

Rodriguez became critical of the

investigation after he was denicd the
right 1o bring witnesses he dcemed
important before the grand jury, the
sonree said.

Rodriguez also becawe [1ustrated
because of delays in bringing witnesses
before the grand jury. He believed the
delays could allow park police and other
officials 1o adjust conflicting testimony.

A recent published rcport stated that
by mid-March, after three months of
proceedings. about a dozen fire and res-
cue workers had been brought before
the grund jury.

Reached at his Sacramento ottice,
Rodriguez confinmed e left the
Whitewater probe and returned to his
post with the U.S. Attorney's office o'
March 20. He refused to explain his
departure.

“Ken Starr is a great man and a great
prosecutor. Beyond that, I cannot com-
ment on any aspect of the nan.going
investigatdon,” he said tersely.

Rodriguez also declined to provide
hingraphical information on himselt,
sucli as Lis age or eapericnce as a gov-
ernment prosecutor

‘luohcy confirmed Rodriguez’s resig-
nation, but said he couldn’t commcnt on
the rcasons for the departure. He also
refused 10 comment on the notlon that
Rodrigucz Icft beeause he was not given
full grand jury powers.

However, another persou fawiliar
with the Starr invegtigation has categori-
cally denied the mtormation provided
the Tribune-Review as (o the reasons
for Rodriguez’'s departure.

“TUs absolutely not true,” the person
said about Rodrigucz being denied the
right tn call crncial witnesses.

"Absulute nonscuse,” e source said
aboul allegations witnesses were being
called too slowly.

Despite the contradictory statemcnts
of people close to the investigation,
there are indications that a disagiee-
ment developed between Rodriguez
4nd Tuohey.

According to the law enforccment
source, Starr has given wide authority to
his deputics with Tuohcy heading up the
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Washington phase and William S.
Duffey Ir. in Arkansas. Starr has taken
greal paius o uot wterfere in their han-

- dling of the respactive parts of the inves-
tigation, the source said.

Tuohcey is a highly respected former
federal prosecuror, who also served dnr-
ing the Carter administration as a spe-
cial counscl prosccuting former Rep.
Daniel Flood of Pannsylvania. He is cur-

_rently a partner at the law firm of Reed,
Smith, Shaw and McClay where he han-
dles white-collar criminal matters. In
1993-1994, Lic was piesidcat of the

- Distriet of Columbia Bar Association.

According 10 several friends and asso-
ciates, Tuohey is described as a conge-
nial, fair, honest man.

Press accounts at the dme of his selec-
tion by Starr last September noted that
Tuohey’s activiem in Damocratic party
circles helped answer criticisw that

_Starr, an active Republican, would be
unfair.

The Washington Post reported that
Tuohey “is close 10 some Clinton admin-
istration officials. including Associare
Attorney Genceral Jamic S. Gorelick,
and last year hosted a party for
Auorney General Janet Reno at his
Washington home.”

_SIGNIFICANT QUESTION MARK

Thomas Scorza, a farmer federal pros-
ecutor In Chicdyo and a professur uf
lcgal ethics at the University of Chicago,
said Rodriguez’s resignation in the mid-
dle of grand jury proceedings could be
significant.

Scorza said that “it’s very unusual for
someone above the working prosccutor
(Rodriguez) to call the shnts in the
invesdgation.™ During his 10 ycars as a
prosceutor in Chicago, he couldn't recall
an instance where the actual proseculor
was limited in his powers.

Scorea also termed serious the allega-

.tion that wilnesses were not expedi-
tiously called before the grand jury.

“That’s how a practicing prosecutor
wants it done, ~ he said. “If you're ques-
tioning scvcral people about the same
thing. yon want to get lestimony before
the grand jury quickly. That's how you
[ind discrepancies and you discover
somcthing and the dominoes begin Lo

fall”

Scorza said that if he. as a prosecutor,
found that hc had been limited in his
grand jury powers, he wanld resign.

“I'd also go public with it,” he said.

Reports of problems in the Starr
investigation surfaced in carly January
as park pulice officers were first sum-
moned to testify.

A Jan. 12 slory by Thc Associated
Press reported that lawyers for the park
police had objected to Rodriguez’s
“tough questioning™ of officers about
their probe of Toster's death.

Several alficers were npset hecanse
Rodriguez repeatedly read perjury
statutes to grand jury wilnceses, accord-
ing to press reports of the proceedings.

“He (Rodrigucz) was doing exactly
what he should be doing,” Scorza said.
He based his remarks on personal expc-
ricaces.

“The police always get upsel,” Scorza
said of the prosecuror’s repeated read-
ing of the perjury statute.

He said it's necessary 80 witnesses
don't later claim they didn't undeistand
the significance ol their testimony or the
consequences of lying under oath.

Asked about his methods, Rodriguez
said, “A law enforcement agent has (o
be held accountable to the same law as
cveryone clse. If they aren’t, faith and
trust in a central institution in society i
destroyed.”

“Therc arc somc that say exposing
earription among police and otficials 1S
4 bad (hing because it weakens public
confidence. In the chort run, that may be
true, but in the long term. it restores
peoplc’s confidence and trust,” he said.
PRESS REPORTS

January press reports about the grand
jury proceedings and Rodriguez's han-
dling of it, sccmcd to craccrbate the rift
between Rodriguez and Thohey, the
source suggested.

The Associated Press report detailing
police anger over Rodriguez's question-
iny said, “Rodrigucz’s boss, deputy
Whitcwater prosecutor Mark Tuohey,
acknowlcdged there had been problems,
though he declincd to discuss them.”

The s1ory went on to guolc Tuohey as
saying Rodriguee would continue asking

the question< in the grand jury probe.

According tu the law euforcement
source, Rodriguez and several members
ol the statt were unhappy that ‘[uohcy
Liad spuken Lo the press. They interpret-
cd his remarks as a violation of a federal
mandate that grand jury proceedings
remain secrelive,

Scorza said he found Thnhey's com-
ments 1o be “odd,” even'if they didn'(
dircetly rclate to the internal activities
of the grand jury.

“Any proscculur knows that when
asked about anything relating to a grand
jury proceeding, you can only say. ‘I can-
not comment on pending grand jury
matters, period,’” Scorza said.

Tuohey said he was not commenling
about the grand jury itself but on com-
plaints made nntside (he courtroom by
attorneys for the pulice.

“I responded to The AP that agpres-
sive questioning sometimes causcs fric-
dor,” Tuuliey said,

Some staff members, including
Rodriguez. bristled over other press,
reports that the Toster probce basically
had been concluded. Some people were
concerned that political mancuvering
was dictating thc outcome of the pro-
ceedings, according to the source.

On the day grand jury proceedings in
the Foster case began in January, 2
Seripps-Howard wire story reported
that Keuueth Stare had concluded
Foster’s death was a suicide and was
preparing to close the case.

Recently, the Wall Strcet Journal and
USA Today reported that despite the
preliminary aspects of the grand jury
proceedings. Starr had concluded the
rase was a suicide.

Last wouth, the Tribune-Review
reported on a similar occurrence in the
early stages of the Fiske investigation
into Foster’s death. For czxample, the
Wall Street Journal reparred in April
1994 that Fiske had ruled the death a
suicidc and was sct to issue a report.

Ficke did issue a report several months
Jater, but docwwuents relcased this year
demongtrate that the most basic ele-
ments ol the investigation had yet to be
completed by the time the Wall Street
Jonmal reported the case closed.
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January 17, 1995 J«P/\/

The Honorable Kenneth W. Starr
Office of the Independent Counsel
Washington, D.C.

Dear Judge:

It is with much regret that I am forced to offer my resignation as
Associate Independent Counsel.

As you are aware, I participated in review of the Foster documents
matter. When this matter was proposed for closure, I met with various staff
members and provided recommendations for further investigation and possible
targets. I provided you with memoranda concerning my recommendations.

In addition, I participated in review of the Foster death matter.
At meetings and via memoranda, I specifically indicated my disagreement that
there existed "overwhelming" evidence that Foster committed suicide where he
was found in Ft. Marcy Park. I proposed, at numerous meetings, various
investigative steps. Upon approval, I commenced to undertake these
investigative steps.

In my attempt to find answers to many remaining questions
regarding Foster's death, I was able to uncover numerous investigative leads
and new information. The leads and information included, among other facts
and contacts, that on or about July 20, 1993 (1) there was a second parking
area to Ft. Marcy Park; (2) there was a second entrance to Ft. Marcy Park; (3)
the USPP knew of this second entrance and parking area; (4) the second
entrance and parking area at Ft. Marcy Park was not secured or investigated by
the USPP; (5) the second entrance and parking area at Ft. Marcy Park served as
a post/beat for the USPP; (6) USPP officials, the USPP report, and the FBI
failed to indicate the existence or awareness of the second entrance and
parking area at Ft. Marcy Park; (7) there were maintenance roads and access
roads at Ft. Marcy Park; (8) the USPP had a key to maintenance gates and
access roads at Ft. Marcy Park; (9) prior to discovery of Foster's identity,
persons with USPP Special Forces Branch experience and association were
present at Ft. Marcy Park (the USPP Special Forces Branch handled special
requests from the White House); (10) the existing FBI interview reports and
USPP interview reports do not accurately reflect witness statements; (11) four
emergency medical personnel identified, having refreshed their recollection
with new photographic evidence, trauma each had observed on Foster's right
neck area; and (12) blurred and obscured blow-ups of copies of (polaroid and
35mm) photographs have been offered and utilized.- After uncovering this
information, among other facts, my own conduct was questioned and I was
internally investigated. I steadfastly maintained, and continue to maintain,
that I, at all times, conducted myself as an experienced and trained
prosecutor, with years of federal prosecutorial experience and federal grand
jury experience.

On January 16, 1995, I expressed to Tuohey and Dash my sincere
hope that my painstaking efforts to uncover the truth were not
mischaracterized. Then, I told Tuchey and Dash that grand jury testimony had
been fruitful and that I was fully prepared to continue grand jury inquiry
into the many remaining questions surrounding Foster's death. Nevertheless,
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Judge Starr
January 17, 1995
Page Two

on January 16, 1995, I was informed that all planned grand jury investigation
would be cancelled, my conduct was under review and I was to be more closely
monitored by Tuohey and an FBI agent. In effect, for raising the above
questions, I was forced out of this job.

I regret that fundamental prosecutorial differences have
apparently divided your "reporting" staff and me. Reasonable people
frequently differ, but you, as Independent Counsel, obviously must pursue the
path and direction with your "reporting" staff that makes you most
comfortable. I no longer believe in the dynamics of the decision making
process presently employed in your Washington, D.C. office.

With your consent, due to administrative and transfer constraints,
my resignation will be effective March 6, 1995. While this date may seem
distant, during February 1995 I intend to schedule leave to remove myself from
the office. I will leave sooner if you request.

Very truly yours,

A \ig IR eduaealy

Assistant U.S. Attorney
E.D. California
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Dear Mr. Starr:

I was very disappointed to learn that Miguel
Rodriguez had resigned from your staff reportedly because
one of his superiors was interfering with his conduct of
the grand jury probe of Vincent Foster’ s death. This would
appear to explain the leisurely pace of that investigation,
which took testimony from only a dozen witnesses in three
months and has yet to question many key figures.
Since the evidence already made public overwhelmingly
points to foul play, not suicide, we are depending on you
to find out who was responsible for Foster’ s death. Please
don’ t follow Fiske's example. If you do, you will ruin .
your reputation and leave us with a festering segfe that
will undermine faith in the system a
for decades.

Dear Mr. Starr: 7 /7,/ /Q‘/’

I was very disappointed to learn that Miguel

Rodriguez had resigned from your staff reportedly because
one of his superiors was interfering with his conduct of
the grand jury probe of Vincent Foster’s death. This would u“Wﬁﬁfﬁ
appear to explain the leisurely-.pace of that investigation, RS
which took testimony from only ‘4.dozen witnesses in three
months and has yet to question mény key figures.

Since the evidence already made public overwhelmingly
points to foul play, not suicide, we are depending on you
to find out who was responsible for Foster’ s death. Please
don’ t follow Fiske' s example:« If you do, you will ruin
your reputation and leave us with a festering sore that
will undermine faith in the system and bedevil the country

for decades.
i X )heﬁf,H‘_
,Z:;’ﬁ;'gyaﬁr"7=a£—e~7pu/ —-0}_ y
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