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Welcome!
:‘ f The National Archives and Records Administration
{/ j( (NARA) is pleased to present this educational series of
e % lectures on how to do family research.
As one of the nation’s premier genealogy institutions,
it is our mission to inform the public about National

CENSUS Archives’ holdings that relate to family history and to
make those records available to you.
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About the Lecture Series

These lectures will demonstrate how to use
records from the 1950 Census and other
federal resources for genealogical research.
Our presenters include experts from the
National Archives and Records Administration
and the U.S. Census Bureau. Sessions are
intended for beginners to experienced family
historians - all are welcome!
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Join the conversation!

ARCHIVES

Participate with the presenters and other
family historians during a session’s premiere.

Live Chat on You@[T[)
Log in and type your questions and comments.

Join us at @USNatArchives
on #GenieSeries2022
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N Instructions
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Top chat replay ~

Join the conversation!

Participate during the live event.

Login to YouTube, and then
type your questions and comments
into the live chat.

Chat

* login
 participate
 ask questions

Show More
* captioning
* handout

* evaluation

usNammme./ Live captioning: h
P

€ P o) 014/4577 ® o G oo

Migrant Farm Workers and the Evolution of Farm Labor Programs in the United States (2021 Feb 10) Know Your Records

1,605 views + Premiered Feb 10, 2021 ilp55 &5 P SHARE =p SAVE ...
US National Archives & s+ Migrant Farm Workers and the i
% 267K subscribers SUBSCRIBE - 8 Evolution of Farm Labor Programs i... I
gum - US National Archives L
\g “Migrant Farm v.’oﬂs.swne Evolution of Farm Labor Programs in the United States How the Records of the Extension
* Gabrielle Hutchins, Ph.D. anqggrchivist at the National Archives at College Park, MD, shares federal - s Serice May Enrch Your Famiy
L 4 records documenting migrant igm workers’ participation i U.S. farm labor programs. By b US National Archives
. SHOW MORE | ] [ Records of the National Register of
'S S - | Histori (2020 Dec )
* .

After the broadcast, the video presentation and
handout will remain available.
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March 2
1p.m. ET

March 16
1p.m. ET

March 30
1p.m. ET

April 27
1p.m. ET

March-April Schedule

Overview of What's on the 1950 Census
Claire Kluskens - Genealogy/Census Subject Matter Expert and digital projects archivist
National Archives in Washington, DC

Mapping the 1950 Census: Census Enumeration District Maps at the National Archives
Brandi Oswald - Supervisory archivist, Cartographic Branch
National Archives at College Park, MD

The 1950 Census Website: Design, Development, and Features to Expect
Michael L. Knight - Web Branch Chief , Office of Innovation (Digital Engagement Division)
National Archives at College Park, MD

The Story of the 1950 Census P8 Indian Reservation Schedule
Cody White - Native American-Related Records Subject Matter Expert and archivist
National Archives at Denver, CO
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May 11 From Parchments to Printouts: History of the Census from 1790 to 1950
1p.m. ET Sharon Tosi Lacey - Chief Historian
U.S. Census Bureau

May 18 History of Census Records and the National Archives
1p.m.ET Jessie Kratz - Historian of the National Archives
National Archives in Washington, DC

May 25 Historic Census Bureau Sources for Filipino, Guamanian and Chamorro, American

1p.m.ET  Samoan, and Native Hawaiian Research
Christopher Martin - Historian
U.S. Census Bureau
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Mapping the 1950 Census:

Census Enumeration District Maps at the National Archives

A census enumeration district was an area that could
be covered by a single enumerator, or census taker, in
one census period. Enumeration districts varied in
size from several city blocks in densely populated
urban areas to an entire county in sparsely populated
rural areas. This presentation will focus on locating
and using census enumeration district maps, with an
emphasis on maps from the 1950 census.
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Presenter Biography
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Brandi Oswald is a supervisory archivist in
the Cartographic Branch at the National
Archives at College Park, MD. She started
with the National Archives in 2015 as an
archives technician and joined the
Cartographic Branch in 2016. Brandi holds
a masters of arts degree in public history
from West Virginia University and a
bachelors of arts degree in history and
anthropology from Heidelberg University.

Brandi Oswald
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Research Services

Mapping the 1950 Census:

Census Enumeration District Maps
at the National Archives

Brandi Oswald
March 16, 2022
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Enumeration district (ED)- an area that could be covered by
a single enumerator (census taker) in one census period (2-
4 weeks)

Beginning in 1930, EDs were identified by a two-part
number consisting of a prefix (county or city designator)
and a suffix (district number). Example: 103-4665 or 32-37

ED boundaries defined by counties, cities, townships,
wards, roads, railroads, waterways, large properties (parks,
cemeteries, prisons)

*  EDsstay within political boundaries, such as county and city
limits
ED boundaries and numbers often change from one census
to another

U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/214451610
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1950 ED Map of Manhattan, New York
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/24267411

Research

K. = Enumeration District Example -
B Smaller Urban Areas

ENTIRELY WITHIN PROVIDENGE URBANIZED AREA
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1950 Census ED Map for Dennison, Ohio 1950 Census ED Map Central Falls Rhode Island

NAID 29904542 NAID 176246298
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/29904542
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/176246298

e Enumeration District Examples - Rural Areas

1950 ED Map of Brown County, SD
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NAID 40038055
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/40038055

W(s == Enumeration District Examples - Bronxville, NY

1940 and 1950 Census ED Map of Bronxville, NY

NAID 5835867 NAID 24737299
NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5835867
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/24737299

@&.. ... Why are Enumeration Districts
Helpful to Researchers?

* Thecensusis organized by enumeration district (ED)

* Knowing where a person lived and the ED number for that area
can help narrow down a search
 Name indexes are often inaccurate
« Names may have been misspelled by the census enumerator

* Many individuals in the same city with common names

* Knowing the ED number also allows a researcher to look up who
lived at a specific location without needing to first know a name

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




Enumeration District Maps
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« ED maps can be used to locate the ED
number for a specific location

* ED maps were created by the Census
Bureau using base maps

* Examples: soil survey maps, state, city or
county government maps, chamber of
commerce maps, highway maps,
commercial maps, and many others

* Base maps were annotated using colored ,
ils or crayons to show enumeration Aportion of the 1950 Census
pencl y ED Map of Findlay, Ohio

district numbers and boundaries showing annotations
NAID 26128446
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/26128446
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1950 Census ED Map of Sylvania, GA
Base map is a sanitary survey map
NAID 12008050
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/12008050
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Base Map Example - Local Map
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Points of Interest

ANDREWS POINT RESERVATION, off Granite Street
ART ASSOCIATION, ? Street
BACK BEACH, Beach et
BAPTIST CHURCH, Corner Mt. Pleasant and High Streets
BEARSKIN NECK, off Dock Square
BENJAMIN TARR HOUSE, South Street
BOARD OF TRADE SHACK, Dock Square
BRIDLE PATHS, Southern Woods
CALEB NORWOOD HOUSE, Atlantic Avenue
CHAMPLAIN'S LANDING,* Lands End Road
[ COAST GUARD STATION, Marmion Way
i COMMUNITY HOUSE, Broadway
DEACON JABEZ ROWE HOUSE, off Main Street
DOG TOWN COMMON, in the center of Cape Ann
l‘ Y EBENEZER POOLE HOUSE, Dock Square

s = ' FEDERATED CHURCH, Granite Street
- { P N FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS, Broadway
3 i FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, Corner Main and School Streets

FRANCIS TARR HOUSE, Corner Prospect and South Streets

1950 Census ED Map of
g Rockport, MA
e & Base maps lists local points
o of interest
NAID 12171745
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EVANS FIELD BALL PARK, off Railroad Avenue near the Railroad Station


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/12171745

(s = Base Map Example - General Highway Map

ARCHIVES

1950 ED Map of Lewis County, WV
NAID 75639258

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 19


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/75639258
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— Enumeration District Maps

Map annotations include the two-part ED number consisting of a
prefix (city or county identifier) and suffix (district identifier)

* Example from Findlay, OH map is 32-30

* Sometimes had an additional alpha suffix (example 57-130A) but this is
typically not shown on maps

On city maps, the prefix may not be written out for every ED
* Prefixisincluded on first page or in map legend
» Prefix for large cities is different from surrounding county

Be sure to note the complete two-part number when researching

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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Example: EDs in Large Cities

1950 ED Map of
Chicago, Cook
County, IL
Sheet 1 of 23
NAID 12031579

Note city prefix
is 103

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 21


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/12031579

Example: EDs with County Prefix
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: 1 ' NAID 12013493

Note county prefix is 16
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/12013493

Why Else are ED Maps Useful?

ARCHIVES

e Show what an area looked like around the time of the census
e Provide additional context
» Source for maps of counties, cities, towns, or other areas

o Canshow local landmarks, structures, property owners,
businesses, cemeteries, roads, railroads, other features

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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Example Showing Local Landmarks
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1950 Census ED Map for Kingsford, Ml

“Home of the Ford Plant in Northern
Michigan”

NAID 16684792
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/16684792

Example Showing Property Owners
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1950 Census ED Map for Rockford, Ohio
NAID 26421395
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/26421395

Ny N Limitations of ED Maps

L. SRt
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

« Maps may have condition issues that STt Tl 1’\&
obscure information il gy s T
‘ ':".?t. 2, L.}/h~ J
« Base maps may be out of date BRI sl
hotes : N7 D04 oA “r’ e }'.?ffl\j 3%/
* Base maps may be planning maps that ;‘"/_ et giap ' P
show roads or features never built SN R
e WS P |
* Maps often do not show individual streets, | e Ty
especially in rural areas X ‘
«  Smaller cities may not have their own map St

if they have fewer than 5 EDs

 Compiled maps sometimes contain |
inaccurate information or typos 1950 ED Map o Washington County. TN

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/44271020

Limitations of ED Maps - Older Maps
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1950 Census ED Map of Ely, lowa
Base map dates from 1906
NAID 12008237
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/12008237
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Limitations of ED Maps - Lack of Detail
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/16870195

Changes to Enumeration Districts

Some planned EDs were subdivided when populations proved to
be larger than expected and needed more enumerators to
complete the census

Split EDs are denoted by an alpha-suffix (261-1A, 261-1B)
ED maps do not typically show split EDs
ED descriptions list split EDs

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




e 1950 Census recruited teachers
to serve as enumerators

* High teacher participation in
Fort Worth allowed for EDs to
be subdivided into smaller
sections

1950 ED Map of Fort Worth, TX (1 of 5)
Map shows original EDs
NAID 48302387
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/48302387

Research

== Fort Worth: A Special Case of Split Eds (continued)

ate

paty l‘t. 'orth oity 261, Tu'unt County 220 1950 8. D. Page 45
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— - — '1' |
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* ED maps are held by the
Cartographic Branch, National
Archives at College Park, MD

Enumeration District and Related Maps, 1880 - 1990

A\ This Series contains records, some of which may not be available online

To obtain a copy or view the records, please contact or visit the National Archives and Records Administration location(s) listed in the Contact information below

Additional Information About this Series

* Most 1940 and 1950 maps are
available through the National .
Archives Catalog

Creator(s):

* RG29, Enumeration District and ,
Related Maps, 1880 — 1990 (NAID Levl ot Descpton: 5

Type(s) of Archival Materials:

8 2 l 4 9 l ! The creator compiled or maintained the series between:
Includes:

Function and Use:

Search within this series

* Use “Search within this series”
option to search for a specific
census year and/or location

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/821491

How to Access Census ED Maps
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I 1950 Hancock County, Ohid IQ Advanced Search Log Register

Potentially Harmful Content Alert: See NARA’s Statement

1-2 of 2 results in 0.15 seconds. Show expanded search terms Highlight Results ¥ | Sort ¥ Share | Export | ¥4

Refinements:  Ancestor NARA-ID: 821491 @
~ Refine By: Data Source

" Archival Descriptions with Digital Searching "1950 Hancock County, Ohio" Within: x
Objects
Enumeration District and Related Maps,
Series G: 2
Refine By: Level of Description This series consists of printed, photocopied, and annotated maps of counties, cities, and other minor civil divisions that show enumeration district, census tract, and
" ltem related boundaries and numbers used for each census. The coverage is nat...
National Archives Identifier: 821491 Local Identifier: 029EDMAPS
Creators: Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. Office of the Associate Director for Decennial Census. Geography Division. (1/1987 - 7/15/2011);
w Refine By: Type of Materials Department of the Interior. 12th Decennial Census Office. Director of the Census. 1899-7/1/1902
" Maps and Charts
All Available Online Web Pages Documents Images Videos Results per page: 20 v

~ Refine By: File Format

* Image (JPG) (2 1950 Census Enumeration District Maps - Ohio (OH) - Hancock County - Findlay - ED 32-12 to 42

National Archives Identifier: 26128446

Creators: Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. Office of the Associate Director for Decennial Census. Geography Division. (1/1987 - 7/15/2011); Department
National Archives at College Park of the Interior. 12th Decennial Census Office. Director of the Census. 1899-7/1/1902

- Cartographic

~ Refine By: Location

} 1950 Census Enumeration District Maps - Ohio (OH) - Hancock County - Hancock County - ED 32-1 to 62
o4 rom RG: 29

+ Refine By Record { i ation District and Related Maps

Group/Collection IS National Archives Identifier: 26128448

* Record Group 29 Creators: Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. Office of the Associate Director for Decennial Census. Geography Division. (1/1987 - 7/15/2011); Department

Search Example: 1950 Hancock County, Ohio

NAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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= How to Access Census ED Maps (continued)

ARCHIVES.GOV  LOGIN REGISTER VETERANS' SERVICE RECORDS HELP APl CONTACT US A:c*;‘;:;,,i“;typmgyF;‘;';fgov

Q Advanced Search Login Register

Potentially Harmful Content Alert: See NARA’s Statement
Share | Export &

Record Hierarchy 1950 Census Enumeration District Maps - Ohio (OH) - Hancock County - Findlay - ED 32-12 to 42

Record Group 29: . — —
Records of the Bureau of the N = | B
Census, 1790 - 2007

Series:
Enumeration District and
Related Maps, 1880 - 1990

File Unit:
Enumeration District
Maps - Ohio - Hancock
County

Item:

1950 Census
Enumeration District
Maps - Ohio (OH) -
Hancock County -
Findlay - ED 32-12 to
42

Tag

Add a tag...

m  a Q0000 HE T
NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




o= = How to Access Census ED Maps - 1930 and earlier
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 Some 1900-1930 maps are available
through the National Archives Catalog, but
the majority have not been digitized

* Paper maps may be viewed in person in the
Cartographic Research Room at the
National Archives at College Park

* Not all counties have maps for each pre-
1940 censuses

e PI103 Preliminary Inventory of
Cartographic Records of the Bureau of the o
Census lists county coverage by year

1930 Census ED Map of Taylor County, FL
NAID 148942534

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://www.archives.gov/research/cartographic
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/cartographic/pi-103-census.pdf
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/148942534

Enumeration District Descriptions

e Census Bureau also produced

ENUMERATION DISTRICTS—1950 CENSUS

written ED descriptions f—:mn* iﬁm.mommgmm — :—“‘g W
e T I e 5 | | i | R
e 1950 written descriptions will be F,_ L ‘.“ |

H. Main
Madison Ave.
oity limits

available in the National
Archives Catalog soon

¥indlay eity - That part of Wrd 1
Bounded by I
City limits, Mandison Ave. |

tttttttttt

e RG29, Enumeration District
Descriptions, 1850 - 1950, NAID
721175

1%on
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/721175

“s 21950 Census Website and Additional Resources

Enumeration District Maps and Enumeration District
Descriptions will also be available through NARA’s 1950 Census

website

Additional information and tips for searching ED maps and
descriptions are available on the National Archives website:
www.archives.gov/research/census/1950/finding-aids

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950/finding-aids

Feedback
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We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short
evaluation. Your comments help us maintain the
quality of our services and plan future programs.

Thank you!

Event Evaluation:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
. J

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
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After the broadcast...

Email questions to
carto@nara.gov

.

Video recordings of lectures and
downloadable handouts
will remain online at
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2022

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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mailto:inquire@nara.gov
mailto:carto@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2022
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KNOW YOUR RECORDS

National Archives and Records Administration

Educational resources on how to access and do research
using U.S. federal government records held at the
National Archives and Records Administration.

Know Your Records
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

Videos and Handouts on You([T[13

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC641EF0E3F8AFDF9

Thank You
Genealogy
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