
Welcome!

2022 Genealogy Series: 1950 Census

The National Archives and Records Administration 

(NARA) is pleased to present this educational series of 

lectures on how to do family research.

As one of the nation’s premier genealogy institutions, 

it is our mission to inform the public about National 

Archives’ holdings that relate to family history and to 

make those records available to you.



About the Lecture Series

These lectures will demonstrate how to use 

records from the 1950 Census and other 

federal resources for genealogical research. 

Our presenters include experts from the 

National Archives and Records Administration 

and the U.S. Census Bureau. Sessions are 

intended for beginners to experienced family 

historians – all are welcome!



Join the conversation!

Live Chat onu    be:00000
Log in and type your questions and comments.

Join us at @USNatArchives onTwit

Participate with the presenters and other 
family historians during a session’s premiere. 



Instructions

Show More
• captioning
• handout
• evaluation

Chat
• log in 
• participate
• ask 

questions

After the broadcast, the video presentation and 
handout will remain available.



March-April Schedule

Date Session

March 2
1 p.m. ET

Overview of What's on the 1950 Census
Claire Kluskens - Genealogy/Census Subject Matter Expert and digital projects archivist
National Archives in Washington, DC

March 16
1 p.m. ET

Mapping the 1950 Census: Census Enumeration District Maps at the National Archives
Brandi Oswald - Supervisory archivist, Cartographic Branch 
National Archives at College Park, MD

March 30
1 p.m. ET

The 1950 Census Website: Design, Development, and Features to Expect
Michael L. Knight - Web Branch Chief , Office of Innovation (Digital Engagement Division)
National Archives at College Park, MD

April 27
1 p.m. ET

The Story of the 1950 Census P8 Indian Reservation Schedule
Cody White - Native American-Related Records Subject Matter Expert and archivist
National Archives at Denver, CO



May Schedule

Date Session

May 11
1 p.m. ET

From Parchments to Printouts:  History of the Census from 1790 to 1950
Sharon Tosi Lacey - Chief Historian

U.S. Census Bureau 

May 18
1 p.m. ET

History of Census Records and the National Archives
Jessie Kratz - Historian of the National Archives
National Archives in Washington, DC

May 25
1 p.m. ET

Historic Census Bureau Sources for Filipino, Guamanian and Chamorro, American 
Samoan, and Native Hawaiian Research

Christopher Martin – Historian
U.S. Census Bureau



The Story of the 1950 Census
P8 Indian Reservation Schedule 

As part of the 1950 population census, the Census 

Bureau used a special schedule on certain Native 

reservations nationwide. Join archivist Cody White as 

he explains the genesis, creation, and execution of 

the 1950 P8 Indian Reservation schedule, which will 

be available online on April 1, 2022.



Presenter Biography

Cody White is an archivist with the 

National Archives at Denver and the 

agency Subject Matter Expert for Native 

American–Related Records. He holds a B.A. 

in history from the University of Minnesota 

Twin Cities and a Master of Library and 

Information Science from UCLA. He has 

been with the National Archives since 2012.

Cody White
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Title slide

Cody White, Archivist (April 27, 2022)

The Story of the 1950 Census 

P8 Indian Reservation Schedule 
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Enumerator training material for the P8 schedule
Central Classified Files; File 16014-1949-034

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/202807689
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THE FEDERAL CENSUS ON 

THE RESERVATION, 1790–1940

The Native schedule used in 

the 1910 decennial census.

The Native schedule

used on select reservations in 

the 1880 decennial census.
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THE FEDERAL CENSUS ON 

THE RESERVATION, 1790–1940

1947 Census Bureau Report 

showing data collected on 

Natives in the decennial census 

from 1890-1940.
Reference Materials Binder 37 -

Indian Reservations

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/205683301
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THE SEEDS OF THE 

1950 P8 SCHEDULE

The 27,000 square mile Navajo Nation as seen in 1935, and a 

sample of road conditions therein in 1933.

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/100306991
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/298588
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PLANNING THE 1950 

P8 SCHEDULE

The questions on the P8 went through 

extensive workshopping and culling.
Central Classified Files; File 16014-1949-034

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/202807689
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PLANNING THE 1950 

P8 SCHEDULE
(continued)

The final version of the P8 schedule that was used in 1950.
Reference Materials Binder 37 - Indian Reservations

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/205683301


8

ANOTHER PURPOSE OF 

THE 1950 P8 SCHEDULE?

Excerpt from a February 1950 supporting statement submitted by the Census 

Bureau to the Bureau of Budget to cover the extra cost of the P8 schedule. 
Reference Materials Binder 37 - Indian Reservations

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/205683301
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ANOTHER PURPOSE OF 

THE 1950 P8 SCHEDULE?
(continued)

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) memos attached to 

an enumeration district and reservation crosswalk 

record, noting reservations to add.
Central Classified Files; File 16014-1949-034

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/202807689


10

CONDUCTING THE 

1950 P8 SCHEDULE

Enumeration districts were adjusted to conform to reservation or grazing district boundaries.

Reference Materials Binder 37 - Indian Reservations

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/205683301
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CONDUCTING THE 

1950 P8 SCHEDULE
(continued)

The P8 forms shipped out only 

weeks before the 1950 census 

was to commence. Here a field 

chief telegrammed the Census 

headquarters for the status of the 

mailing.
Reference Materials Binder 37 - Indian 

Reservations

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/205683301
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CONDUCTING THE 

1950 P8 SCHEDULE
(continued)

From the Census Bureau District Supervisor’s Program Manuel, discussion of compensation for 

staff enumerating on the reservations.
Reference Materials Binder 37 - Indian Reservations

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/205683301
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CONDUCTING THE 

1950 P8 SCHEDULE
(continued)

Staff noted objections in the United Pueblos 

Agency to the ceremony question; enumerators 

were then advised to skip the question.
Reference Materials Binder 37 - Indian Reservations

Undated photograph, “Village Square, Isleta 

Pueblo, New Mexico”

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/205683301
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/135803414
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THE RESULTS OF THE

1950 P8 SCHEDULE

By September 1950, the Census Bureau had 

nearly every P8 schedule returned.
Reference Materials Binder 37 - Indian Reservations

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/205683301
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FAST FORWARD

72 YEARS…

The proposed homepage for the 1950 census records, including the P8 

schedules, as of December 2021 when I assembled this talk…
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ANY QUESTIONS?

Be sure to tune into our other 1950 Census related talks 

now available via the National Archives YouTube channel!

https://www.youtube.com/c/USNationalArchives/videos


Feedback

We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short 

evaluation. Your comments help us maintain the 

quality of our services and plan future programs. 

Thank you!

Event Evaluation:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval


After the broadcast . . . 

Email questions to

inquire@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and

downloadable handouts

will remain online at

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2022

mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2022


Know Your Records

Educational resources on how to access and do research 
using U.S. federal government records held at the 

National Archives and Records Administration.

Know Your Records
www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records

Videos and Handouts on

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC641EF0E3F8AFDF9


Thank You 
Genealogy 

Series Team!

Presenters Production Publicity
Claire Kluskens Alexis Van Dyke  Erin Townsend

Brandi Oswald Amber Forrester Hilary Parkinson 

Michael L. Knight Andréa Matney Laura Sheehan 

Cody White Brian Cipperly Mary Ryan 

Jessie Kratz Jamie Atkinson Robin Waldman

Sharon Tosi Lacey Jason Winston Victoria Blue

Christopher Martin Julie Reid Victoria Machhi

Vernon Smith



Questions & Answers in Chat

Please stay if you have questions. 

Although this concludes the video portion of 

the broadcast, we will continue to take your 

questions in chat for another 10 minutes.
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